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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
After the period of Classicism had spent its force new influenoes affeot-
ing English life and literature gathered momentum. A growing demooratio 
spirit in life and literature and an intense dissatisfaotion with the Classi-
cal standard of Reason as the one true test of human behavior were the pre-
dominant reactions to the rationalism of the Classioists. 
Classicism addressed itself almost exclu-
sively to the learned, polioe, and tashionable 
society of London. It dealt with the interests 
and pictured the lives of the social and intel-
leotual aristocracy. The basis of its appeal 
was ••• conformity to the wisdom of the Classics 
and the preoepts of the Classioal writers. It 
was intellectual, oold and unimaginative; for 
it reflected the rule of reason and common 
sense. It closed its eyes to the turbulent as-
pects of nature and ignored much that is proper 
to the sphere ot art and literature. It con-
sidered the early literature of England unre-
fined, orude and even barbarous. l 
This was the very state of life and literature in the Classioal period, 
but the formal and mechanical way of life which had been instituted at this 
time was being firmly revoked by men who were thinking. They gradually be-
c~e convinced that by restraining their emotions and appealing only to logic 
they were missing much that was fine and inspiring. The predominanoe of this 
--------------- . 
1 R~y J. Deferrari, Sr. M. Brentano, and Brother Edward Sheekey, English 
Voices (New York: W. H. Sadlier, Ino., 1946), p. 505. 
1 
p 
2 
rationalistio attitude "enoouraged above all the desire for ordered. demon-
strable knowledge, and turned the energies of man speoially towards soientifio 
disoovery."2 The philosophy whioh developed nourished a meohanistio attitude 
towards life and subdued the enthusiasm and originality whioh formerly ohar-
aoterized English literature. The soientifio rationalism of the day led 
people to believe "that only time and further effort were needed to bring the 
whole realm open to human observation within the sphere of science. ftS The 
outlook whioh consequently developed left very little room for the expression 
of man's emotional nature or of his imagination. It was natural that among 
the literary thinkers of the period a protest should have been sounded. This 
protest took shape partioularly through the gradual influenoe of literature. 
Besides the reaction against the rationalism of the Classioists, the 
poets of the period began to realize that the hard and fast rules imposed 
upon them by Pope and his followers destroyed the naturalness of their verse. 
A breakaway from the ClaSSical rules in the literary sphere was inevitable, 
for man's need to express himself more naturally was becoming more urgent as 
time went on. Consequently, English philosophers and literary men began to 
take a broader view of nature. James Thomson's ~inter,fl published in 1726, 
was the first of a series of poems to deal with the seasons. Collins and 
Gray are two of a group of poets known as the "Graveyard Sohool," who wrote 
of the pleasures of solitude and twilight. 4 In the work of these three poets 
2 Robert Shafer, From Beowulf ~ Hardy (New York: The Odyssey Press, 1940), 
Vol. II, p. 4. 
S Ibid •• II. p. 4. 
4 Ibid., II, p. 8. 

p 
not only in England but also on the Continent, 
in awakening romantic feeling.5 
4 
Macpherson was a very important contributor to this .wakening of the roman-
tic spirit of returning to the past. 
F'ollowing Maopherson and writing in the same vein was another important 
oontributor to literature who helped to awaken the romantic feeling and to 
stimulate the imagination. In 1765 Bishop Percy's Reliques ~Ancient~­
~ Poetry was published. This was a ballad oolleotion whioh had a "great 
effeot in quiokening the romantio impulse, by virtue of their naive feeling 
and simple, passionate expression."6 These poems as shall be noted in a 
later chapter, exerted a definite influenoe on Soott, for as Ball says: 
7 
·Soott continued the work Percy ••• had begun.· 
Besides the ballad oollections there was also about this time a develop-
ment in the novel. The Gothic Romanoe, begun about the time that the revolt 
against Classioism started, was a type of literature which dealt with supposed 
medieval oharacters and with gloomy apparitions. The Gothic Romanoe pre-
pared the publio to appreoiate the novels dealing with medieval life of whioh 
Soott was soon to write so admirably. 
All of these new influenoes in literature were part of the reaotion 
against the formalism, shallowness, inourious oomplacenoies, and materialism 
of the Classioal period. These new influences led to what is termed the 
Romantio Movement in English literature. The importanoe of this movement 
5 Ibid., II, p. 9. 
6 W1)]liam V. Moody, and Robert M. Lovett, A Historr of English Literature 
(New York: Charles Soribner's Sons, 1943), p. 2 3:-
1 Margaret Ball, Sir Walter Scott (New York: The Columbia University Press, 
1901), p. 21. ---
p 
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arises from the faot that the freedom of development and expressionwhleh 
oame with it inspired a few remarkab~e geniuses of the period who enriched 
English literature immeasurably. By so doing these romantic writers helped 
others to recognize the needs of the spirit or the soul as distinct from 
those of the body. Romanticism revitalized the spiritual aspiration and 
religious faith as well as the artistic imPulse.8 
The old acoepted rules in society, in politics, and in literature were 
substituted to a great degree by new standards. A new type of freedom came 
into English life bringing new responsibilities and most of all a new sense 
of truth and beauty. The new spirit expressed itself in numerous ways of 
which the following are the most important. (1) A new attitude toward man. 
This new attitude was simply that man by nature is good. The ordinary man 
was respected and idealized as never before, for where the Classicists ad-
mired the cultivated man of courtly and oonventional manners, the romantics 
preferred the humble country man, who though possessing little outward polis~ 
was by nature kindly, simple, and noble. (2) The return to nature. While 
the Classicist preferred carefully planned landsoapes the Romantioist found 
such soenes inferior to wild oountry landsoapes, where the natural beauty of 
the woods and the streams could more readily ~ appreciated. The Romantioist 
not only ooncluded that nature spoke to man directly through his feelings, 
but also that the closer man's contact with nature the closer he would come 
to true wisdom. (3) The lyrio spirit. The poets of the Romantic period 
were more easily moved to tenderness by things that seemed to have affected 
8 Shafer, ~.~., II, p. 6. 
6 
their ancestors but little. This importance of personal feeling and emotion 
was a marked characteristic of the Romantic point of view. The Romantic's 
test of things was more often in his heart than in his head and involved his 
emotions rather than his reason. (4) A new interest in the Middle Ages. 
This was one of the earliest achievements of the awakened sensibility of the 
eighteenth century and one of the most important phases of romanticism. It 
is this phase; namely. a return to the Middle Ages, that constitutes the 
present study. Both Scott and Newman returned to the Middle Ages, but dif-
fered in the element which drew them and in the end that each sought to 
evoke from them. Consequently, the medievalism of each has a markedly dif-
ferent nature. 
The discovery of a romantic past and its 
application as a creative force in literature 
was due beyond any doubt to the genius of Sir 
Walter Scott. His festive mind, browsing amid 
heaps of ragged b'ooks which the generations 
immediately preceding had frowned upon, and 
searching the landscapes of Scotland for the 
sites of Chivalric prowess, admired the Chris-
tian ages. for their pioturesque strength. 
Scott's neighbors had largely tired of the sour 
matter-of-fact philosophy which had been pro-
vided for them, and read his tales with abound-
ing delight. 9 
Shuster's statement of the temper of Scott's neighbors is in keeping 
with the predictions of Boyesen. and even Newman. Boyesen says, " ••• there 
is as it appears but one fundamental note which all romantioism ••• has in 
common. and that is- a deep disgust with the world as it is and a desire to 
9 George N. Shuster, The Catholic Spirit in Modern EngliSh Literature 
(New York: The MaomIrran Company. 1928);-p. 15. 
-7 
depict in literature something that is to be nobler and better.slO 4This is 
what Scott wanted to do. Newman bears this out when, after recognizing the 
literary influence of Soott in having "turned men's minds in the direotion 
of the middle ages" he goes on to say: 
The general need of something deeper and 
more attractive than what had offered itself 
elsewhere, may be oonsidered to have led to 
his popularity; and by means of his popular-
ity he re-acted on his readers, stimulating 
their thirst, feeding their hopes, setting 
before them visions, which, when onoe seen, 
are not easily forgotten, and silently in-
dootrinating them with nobler ideas, which 
might afterwards be appealed to as first 
prinoiples.ll 
This general need for something deeper and more attraotive was perceived by 
Newman to a more infinite degree than by Scott. Newman gave testimony to 
this need when he identified the Oxford Movement as 
a reaction from the dry and superficial ohar-
aoter of the religious teaching and the lit-
erature of the last generation, or oentury, 
and as a result of the need which was felt 
both by the hearts and the intellects of the 
nation for a deeper philosophy, and as the 
evidenoe and as the partial fulfillment of 
that need, to which the then generation had 
borne witness.12 
Both Scott and Newman recognized the "disgust and tedium which began to mani-
fest itself over the excessive rationalization of art and life by the previous 
10 Henry A. Beers, A Historr of English Romanticism in the Eighteenth Cen-
jury (New York: HEmry Ho tand Company, 1899), p.~:-- -
11 ohn Henry Cardinal Newman, Essays Critical and Historical (New York: 
Longmans Green & Co., 1919), Vol. I, p. 268.---
12 ------. Apologia Pro Vita Sua (Chicago: Loyola University Press, 1930), 
p. 126. -----
= 
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generations. n13 In their conscious attempt to override the stagnation of the 
previous age, Scott and Newman sought their matter and inspiration in the 
Middle Ages and in so doing gave their expression ot medievalism. Scott is 
considered the greatest popularizer of the romantic spirit in English Liter-
ature, yet his portrayals ot the pomp and the panoply of the Middle Ages lack 
depth, because in his endeavor to "reintroduce medieval art and ideals with-
out the religion that inspired them, that gave them birth and made them 
true,"14 he is thwarted i~ any attempt to sketch more than just the surtace 
of things medieval. Beoause the Catholic oonsoienoe was beyond his scope he 
was unable to interpret the deeper meaning underlying the outward manifesta-
tions. 
Feudalism dominated his retrospect of the 
Middle Ages, and ot teudalism he knew the term, 
and perhaps the oostumes. But side by side 
with teudalism in the Middle Ages and much 
above it stood the Catholic Church, and ot the 
Catholic Church Scott with all his genius and 
his knowledge, was extremely, almost entirely, 
ignorant.15 
In contrast to Scott, Newman's medievalism goes much deeper, tor Newman in 
his leadership in the Oxtord Movement sounded medievalism to its core. Con-
seious that the world had grown ,too desperate for individualism he showed 
the way to a unified spiritual life. Newman in co-operation with a group of 
friends at Oxtord attempted to restore in England the medieval authority ot 
13 Calvert Alexander, S. J., The Catholic Literary Revival (Milwaukee: The 
Bruoe Publishing Co., 1936;;-p. 33. 
14 Sr. Mary Gregory Truszka, "Sir Walter Soott's Attitude Toward Catholi-
oiam," (unpublished Master's thesis, DePaul University, Chicago, 1942), 
p. 46. 
15 John Aysoough, nSir Walter," Catholic World, 94:642, February, 1912. 
~--------------~ 
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the Churoh. Realizing the soeptioism whioh was undermining the faith and the 
morale of many great minds of the day, and oonsoious of the deadness into 
whioh the Churoh of England had fallen, these men with Newman as their leader 
attempted to restore the spiritual power and beauty of the ritual whioh had 
characterized the Catholio Churoh in the Middle Ages.lS Newman's explioit 
part in this movement was his return to the Middle Ages for the authority 
that the nineteenth oentury was unable to provide. 
Before making any further oontrasts between Soott's and Newman's 
approaoh to the Middle Ages it is expedient here to define the term "medie-
valism" as it shall be interpreted throughout this work. There is as muoh 
diversity among historians in defining the Middle Ages as there is in defin-
ing the term "romanticism." Some historians are very exaot in their defini-
tion, some are very vague. and some refuse to define it at all. 
The Shorter Oxford English Diotionarl defines medievalism as "the system 
of belief or praotioe characteristio of the Middle Ages; medieval thought, 
religion, art, eto.; the adoption of or devotion to medieval ideals or 
usages."17 This definition serves the purpose of the present study, with 
Newman's devotion to the religious beliefs and practioes of the Middle Ages 
being observed in contrast to Soott's devotion to the ohivalrio aspects of 
the period. The diversity found among the historians in defining the soope 
of the Middle Ages can be seen from the following. The Catholio Encyolopedia 
IS Moody and Lovett, op. cit., p. 300. 
17 "Middle Ages,n Shor-ter-cECford English Diotionary. 
n 
considers the Middle Ages to have opened with 
those migrations of the German tribes which 
led to the destruction of the Roman Empire 
in the West in 375, when the Huns fell upon 
the Gothic tribes north of the Black Sea and 
forced the Visigoths over the boundaries of 
the Roman Empire on the lower Danube •••• Any 
hard and fast line drawn to designate either 
the beginning or the close of the period in 
question is arbitrary. The widest limits 
given, viz., the irruption of the Visigoths 
over the boundaries of the Roman Empire, for 
the beginning, and the middle of the sixteenth 
century, for the close, may be taken as inclu-
sively sufficient, and embrace, beyond dispute 
every movement or phase of history that can be 
claimed as properly belonging to the Middle 
Ages. lS 
10 
Munro in direct contrast to those historians who date the Middle Ages 
from the Fall of the Roman Empire to the year 1500, explicitly sets the per-
iod between the years 395 and 1500. He claims the "fall of the Roman Empire" 
to have been an exaggeration, and goes on to say that "there Was no fall of 
Rome; no western Empire came to an end. There was only one Roman Empire, as 
there always had been when there were two or four or six emperors. n19 
Shuster aooepts Kenelm Digby's definition of the Middle Ages which 
shall next be oonsidered as being the expression of a ftdeep consciousness of 
the reality of Faith." 
The Middle Ages were ages of highest 
graoe to men; ages of faith, ages when all 
Europe was Catholic; ••• when houses of holy 
peace and order were found amidst woods and 
desolate mountains ••• ages of sanctity which 
18 Charles G. Herbermann, Edward A. Pace, Thomas J. Shahan, Editors, "The 
Middle Ages," Catholic Encyclopedia, 1913 Ed. Vol. X. p. 295. 
19 Dana Carleton Munro, and Raymond James Sontag, The Middle Ages (New York: 
The Century Co., 1928), p. 49. -------
= 
witnessed a Bede, an Alouin, a Bernard, a 
Franois, and orowds who followed them as 
they did Christ: ages of vast and benefi-
oent intelligenoe, in whioh it pleased the 
Holy Spirit to display the power of the 
seven gifts, in the lives of an Anselm, a 
Thomas of Aquinas, and the saintly flook 
whose steps a cloister guarded: ••• ages of 
majesty, whioh knew a Charlemagne, an Alfred, 
and the sainted youth who bore the lily: ages 
too of England's glory, when she appears not 
even excluding a comparison with the eastern 
empire, as the most truly c.ivilized country 
on the globe; when the Sovereign of the great-
er portion of the western world applied to 
her schools for instruotors; when she sends 
forth her saints to evangelize the nations of 
the north, to diffuse spiritual treasure over 
the whole world; when heroes flook to her 
oourts to behold the models of reproaohless 
Chivalry, and Emperors leave their thrones to 
adore God at the tombs of her martyrst 20 
11 
Thus it can be seen that historians vary greatly when they try to deter-
mine the period covered by the Middle Ages. However, for our purpose here in 
disoussing the medievalism of Scott and Newman, I intend to aooept and to 
follow that definition stated above, from the Catholic Enoyclopedia. The 
period set by this definition covers both Scott and Newman, although Newman 
goes back much farther in his expression of medievalism than does Scott. 
The tenor of Newman's medievalism is so markedly different from that of Scott, 
that one might say it finds its oounterpart in Digby. A degree of likeness 
in their expression of faith will be noted in another seotion of this work.2l 
.. -----.. -----.... -
20 Sir Kenelm Digby, Mores Catholioi (London: C. Dolman, 1877), p. 1. 
21 See Chapter Three of this paper. 
\ 
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Medievalism, as has been shown, was a fundamental note of the Romantie 
spirit, and even though Newman came later than Scott, he possessed neverthe-
less the Romantic temper and was keenly aware of the intense feeling and new 
thought whioh were shaping themselves at the time. That the natural tempera-
ment of Newman enoouraged his flight to the Middle Ages is evidenced by 
Gates when he says: 
Newman was intensely alive to the beauty 
and the poetio oharm of the life of the Kiddle 
Ages. One is tempted to describe him as a 
great medieval eoolesiastioal astray in the 
nineteenth century and heroioally striving to 
remodel modern life in harmony with his tem-
peramental needs •••• As Soott's imagination 
was fascinated with the picturesque parapher-
nalia of feudalism, with its jousts, and oourts 
of love, and its ooats of mail and buff-jerkins, 
so Newman's imagination was oaptivated by the 
gorgeous ritual and oeremonial, the art and 
arohiteoture of medieval Christianity, and 
found in them the symbols of the spirit of mys-
teryand awe whiohwas for him the essentially 
religious spirit, and of the mystioal truths 
of whioh revealed religion was made up.22 
Beoause Erastianimnwas making an inroad on the religion of his day, Newman 
dedioated himself to the medieval ideal of restoring to religion the mystioal 
charaoter it had lost through previous ages. 23 
Scott was a pure romanticist more than a striot medievalist, for in 
turning to the past to satisfy the needs of the generation, it was not to the 
"genuine supernatural" that he turned, but rather to the pomp and the panoply 
of medievalism. 
22 Lewis E. Gates, Three Studies in Literature (New York: Maomillan & Co., 
1900), p. 113. 
23 ~ •• p. 114. 
~------------~ 
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In his portrayals of medieval life it is more often the surface element that 
he presents. wHe made it possible for his generation to sentimentalize over 
the ruins of abbeys, which their predecessors had ruthlessly spoiled. But 
monastic life, and generally the inner heart of medieval life, have been 
missed entirely.w24 Of the many props used by Scott in his novels to enhance 
his feudal tale and to carry the thread of his story, the monastery is often 
used. In Castle Dangerous, Sir Aymer de Valence in seeking the sexton from 
whom he hopes to acquire curious information concerning the Douglas tribe, 
makes an excursion through the abbey where the sexton dwells. The pictures~e 
portrayal of these abbey ruins seems so real that one feels almost immed-
iately transported to the days of the warring Douglas tribes. The elabora-
tion of detail with whioh Soott desoribes the abbey ruins is a keynote to 
the nature of the romantic spirit which was attracted by this outward display 
of medievalism. 
---------------
He opened a lowly door, which was fitted, 
though irregularly, to serve as the entrance 
of a vaulted apartment •••• The floor, oomposed 
of paving-stones, laid together with some accur-
acy, and here and there insoribed with letters 
and hieroglyphics, as if they had once upon a 
time served to distinguish sepulchres •••• The 
spade and pick-axe ••• a rude stool and a table ••• 
were nearly the only furniture, if we may in-
clude the old man's bed of straw, •••• At the 
lower end of the apartment, the wall was almost 
entirely covered by a large escutcheon, such as 
is usually hung over the graves of men of very 
high rank, having the appropriate quarters, to 
the number of sixteen, each properly blazoned 
and distinct, placed as ornaments around the 
24 Truszka,~. ~., p. 9 • 
= 
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prinoipal armorial ooat itself. 25 
While Soott saw the outward side of monastio life and usually from a 
historioal point of view, Newman from a dootrinal point of view deeply pene-
trated the inner heart of monastio life. The life exemplified by those 
oloistered within the monastery was the oonoern of Newman's as oompared to 
the fasoinating interest the monastery with all its medieval deoorations held 
for Soott. 
As a result of his studies of the Churoh Fathers,Newman opens a disous-
sion of the monastio system as founded by Augustine in Afrioa, through the 
26 
oharaoter of Dametrias, a wealthy maiden in the late fourth oentury. 
Demetrias, by rejeoting marriage for the religious state, exemplifies monas-
tioism. Sinoe Newman regards marriage as the only shelter against a rude 
world, he oonsiders foundations suoh as oonvents a proteotion for the single 
women against the "desolateness, heartless ridioule and insult" of the world. 
Another reasonwhioh Newman gives in favor of suoh establishments is the dig-
nity they afforded to the single state itself, "thus saving numbers from the 
temptation of throwing themselves rashly away upon unworthy objeots, thereby 
transgressing their awn sense of propriety, and embittering their future 
life."27 That Newman sensed the inner life is evident, but further illus-
tration of the faot that the ends to which monastioism employed itself were 
more than a oloistering of one's self in a oontemplative way of life, is 
25 Sir Walter Soott, Castle Dangerous (London: Adam and Charles Blaok, 
1894), p. 260. 
26 John Henry Cardinal Newman, Historioal Sketohes (New York: Longman's 
Green & Co., 1891), Vol. II, p. 164. 
27 ~., p. 165. 
~----------~ 
n 
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observed in Newman's Essay ~~ Development £! Christian Dootrine, when 
discussing the Monastio rule.28 Newman points out in this essay that in 
st. Basil's and St. Anthony's disciples the monastio profession performed 
the offioe of resisting heresy. The performance of this same offioe oan also 
be noted in the cloistered Demetrias, when she so heroioally resisted the 
heretical dootrines of Pelagius. 
From the singular instances noted above it can be discerned that Soott 
was attracted by the outward oharacteristios of the Middle Ages, while New-
man penetrated into the realm of religion. From Scott we learn of the mon-
asteryas an institution, while from Newman we learn of the institution of 
monastioism. Newman's expression of medievalism is more profound, for as 
Sr. M. Truszka observed: ftNo one oan deeply study the Middle Ages without 
finding himself confronted by the Churoh,·29 and of the Church Newman knew 
the feeling, the foroe, and the Catholio oonscience. 
28 John Henry Cardinal Newman, Essay on the Development of Christian Doc-
trine (New York: Longman's Green &100:;-1914), p. 396:- ---
29 Truszka,~. ~., p. 20. 
= 
CHAPrER II 
THE MEDIEVALISM OF SCOTT AND NEWMAN AS A NATURAL OUTGROWTH 
OF THEIR ENVIRONMENTjl, AND LITERARY LIFE 
Upon studying the oiroumstanoes ot Walter Scott's early lite one beoane 
quietly assured that the medieval element in his literary worksW8s a 
natural outgrowth ot the environmental and the literary heritage which tell 
to his tortune. It would be a singularly ditficult task to analyze allot 
the influences which might have struck the medieval chord in Scott. It 1s 
the purpose ot the present study to observe a few of the immediate sources 
from which Scott's love of the past W8S developed. 
One couid feel that Scott's romanticizing spirit took root almost tra. 
birth. His descendancy from Border chiertains and his having been born in 
Edinburgh. Scotland (1111) "where history goes back to lore and lore and 
I history combine to tonn romance. II were factors whioh nourished his love of 
the pastJ tor."beyond his birthplace lie the mountains. lekes. aadglens ot 
Sootland - the soenes ot tales. ballads. and song."2 whioh particulars set ... 
in motion the medievalizing tendency of his genius. Desoending thus trom an 
old Border tamily. Scott took great pride "in all their real or supposed 
teudal dignity and their rough marauding exploits."3 This was a stimulating 
--~----.. -.. -----
1 Deferrari.!£. ~ •• p. 511. 
2 Loc. cit. 
a ·Sir 1r.Iter Scott," Enoyclopedia Britannica, 14th edition. XX, p. 101. 
16 
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pride which direoted him to the study of Border history, and which can be 
observed in the aocount he gives of his family in his autobiography. 
Every Soottishman had a pedigree. It is 
a national prerogative, as unalienable as his 
pride and his poverty. My birth was neither 
distinguished nor sordid. Acoording to the 
prejudices of my country, it was esteemed 
gentle, as I was oonneoted though remotely, 
with anoient families, both by my father's 
and mother's side.' 
To have been conneoted with anoient families of note was a proud boast of 
Soottall through his life and an underlying drive in his endeavors in the 
field of literature where he strove to idealize life as symbolized in his wa 
of living at Abbotsford. 
Soott's grandfather, a oadet of the family of Soott, was desoended frOB 
a Soot of Harden, claimed to have been the earliest noble family of Sootts.5 
After an unsuooessful attempt to maintain a living as a merchant-seaman, he 
took the position of tenant-farmer upon the lands of Sandy-Knowe, belonging 
to Mr. Soott of Hardeno ~ a ohild, Soott lived for a while in this town of 
Sandy-Knowe and fram here portrayed a scene in one of his earliest ballads.6 
Sir Walter's father was the eldest son and the first of his family to 
be bred to town life. He obtained good suooess in his oooupation as a 
lawyer. In his thirtieth year he married the eldest daughter of Dr. John 
4 John Gibson Lookhart, Memoirs of Sir Walter Soott (New Yorks Houghton 
Kiffl1n Co. '." 1901), p. 1. - -
5 R. Shelton Maokenzie, Sir Walter Soott (BostoD.' James R. Osgood and Coo, 
1871), p. 16. 
6 ~., p. 19. 
~---------. 
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Rutherford. professor of medicine in the University of Edinburgh. On her 
.other's side she descended from the Swintons of Swinton. a Border family 
.. hich produced many distinguished warriors during the Middle Ages. and which 
for antiquity and honourable alliances may rank with any in Britain."7 The 
first six of their ohildren perished in infancy. Sir Walter was the ninth of 
their twelve children and the only one to live to an old age. 
Due to an illness in his infanoy Sir Walter Scott was left with a lame 
step. and consequently his early youth was not a normal one. Had his youth 
been a normal one we might never have had the Soott to whom we are indebted 
for the Waverley novels. During his very early ohildhood. his mother was one 
of his constant companions. To her he owes many of the earliest inspirations 
.that came to him of things medieval, for she "was a woman of character and 
education. strongly imaginative. a teller of tales which stirred young 
Walter's enthusiasm by revealing the past as a world of living heroes. n8 
Scott's mother therefore provided one of the earliest souroes from whioh 
his imagination was fed. Just as she revealed the past to this young child 
as a "world of living heroes." so Scott as a result 
-----.---------
makes us live again in past centuries. and 
makes innumerable human beings of his in-
vention visible, familiar and akin to 
ourselves; whether he entirely creates 
them, or reoreates their souls and 
borrows their names from history.9 
7 Lockhart,~. cit., p. 3. 
8 William J.Long, English Uterature (New Yorks Ginn and Co., 1909), 
p. 396. 
9 Emile Legouis and Louis Cazamian, A History of English Literature (New 
York, Macmillan & Co., 1930), p. T056. --
z 
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That this influence of Scott's mother was a potent one, Scott himself gives 
testimony to, when in writing to Lady Louisa Stuart after his mother's death 
says: 
She had a mind peculiarly well stored 
with much aoquired infonnation and natural 
talent, and as she was very old and had an 
exoellent memory, she could draw without 
the least exaggeration or affectation the 
most striking pictures of the past age. If 
I have been able in the way of painting 
past times, it is very much trom the studies 
with which she presented me •••• 10 
Soott was for the most part in the continual care of adults, since many 
of his youthful years were spent living with relatives in the countrysides of 
Scotland. Here it was thought the freedom and the climate might induce some 
improvement in his health. During one of his stays at Sandy-Knowe, the 
birthplace of his grandfather, Soott became familiar with many legends of 
border warfare through the recolleotions of his grandmother. From her 
wonderful tales So ott developed that intense love of Soottish history and 
tradition which characterizes many of his works. ll His love of tradition can 
also be traced to the fact that at a very early age he was exposed to 
Ritson's Annals ~~ Soots,12 from which he developed an affeotion for his 
freebooting grands ires. 
Another instance of Scott's early storing-up of treasures of the past is 
noticed in a visit he paid at the age of six to his relative, Mrs. Keith of 
Ravelstone. The picturesque mansion of this relative with its venerable 
gardens and massive hedges was always considered by ,Scott as the ideal of art. 
.. _-.... _--------.. 
10 Lockhart, 2,£. ~., p. 419. 
11 Long, 100. cit. 
12 Ball,~. cit., p. 10. 
~--------, 
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"In 'Waverley,' many of the quaint and pioturesque features of Ravelstone 
.ere adopted into his 'Tully-Veolan' now so well known as 'The Manor-House of 
Baron Bradwardine.,n13 That Scott should have been able to incorporate its 
quaint and pioturesque details into the desoription of a oastle in one of his 
most successful novels, thirty-seven years after having visited this mansion, 
helps to prove the fact that the environment whioh was his as a ohild was a 
very important factor in developing his literary tastes for things medieval. 
It is evident that at a rather early age Scott's environment provided 
muoh ot the romantic lore of which he atterwards made suoh splendid use. As 
a result of the Border legends, ballads, and tales related to Soott in his 
early ohildhood by his family and border acquaintances, he was imbued with a 
passionate interest in the past of his native land and its people. This 
passion kindled his spirit so intensely, that in 1786 being strong enough to 
walk, he returned to his father'. home and began his wanderings into those 
sections of Sootland whioh had beoame endeared to him through the 
associations of local ballads and legends which he had loved from the dawn of 
his intelleot. Now that Scott was at home more than ever before, he began to 
imbib~e many of his father's political ideas. This fact accounts for his 
Jaoobite leanings and also for the vivid pictures of feudal loyalty whioh he 
portrays in his novelso 
Even atter Soott had taken up the profession of law in 1786, his 
wanderings about the oountry became a greater than ever preoocupation. In 
--------._-----
13 Mackenzie,~. ~., p. 31 
~--------------~ 
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these travels his main object was to absorb "the pleasure of beholding 
romantic sce~ery, or, what afforded him at least equal pleasure, the places 
_hich had been distinguished by remarkable events."l4 Regardless of the fact 
that Scott worked hard at his law studies he found time for much desultory 
reading in history and legend which increased his desire to search these 
lands of which he had heard so much in song and story. 
At h~e Scott was required to behave as became a member of a Puritanic, 
somewhat ascetic, well-ordered household. His father otten sent him to 
distant places on business and thus employed, Soott tirst penetrated to the 
Highlands where he beoame 
aoquainted with many of the old warriors of 
1145, who were, like most veterans, easily 
induced to tight their battles over again 
tor the benetit ot a willing listener like 
myself. It naturally occurred to me that 
the anoient traditions and high spirit ot 
a people who, living in a civilized age 
and country, retained. so strong a tinoture 
of manners belonging to an early period of 
sooiety, must afford a subject favorable tor 
romance, if it should not prove a curious 
tale marred in the telling.lS 
Here we have Scott's own acknowledgment not only of the intluenoe of the 
Highlands as "affording a subject favorable for romance" but more 
particularly of that which he learned of the past, trom the tales of those 
who peopled these lands when he visited them. For many years Soott visited 
the Highlands in the summer sometimes on business tor his father and some-
times to gratify his enthusiastic desire to bec~e well acquainted with that 
---~----~------
14 Ibid., p. 60. 
16 srr-Walter Soott, Autobiography (Philadelphia: Carey and Lee, 1831), 
p. 10. 
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part ot Soot land. 
Peouliar to Soott's position as Clerk ot Sessions in Edinburgh oame what 
1I'as termed a legal "long vacation," extending trom the middle ot June to the 
beginning of November. These long vacations in the Soottish oourts gave 
birth to Soott's "raids" into the scarcely-explored district of Liddesdale. 
Soott made seven suoh raids into this wild and primitive distriot 
to explore the remains of old oastles and 
peels, to pick up such samples as were ob-
tainable ot "the ancient riding ballads," 
as still remaabered by the moss-troopers 
there, to colleot other relios of an-
tiquity and to enjoy "the queerness and 
the fun" associated with the rough hos-
pitality ot those unsophisticated regions.16 
Sinoe these "raids" were made between the years 1786 and 1792, and since 
Soott's first literary achievements were poetioal, it is natural that the 
oopious materials whioh he pioked up in these excursions should have been 
employed in suoh poetical works ot his as ~ Minstrelsy 2.!. ~ Soottish 
Border, published in 1802, and which were also used to great advantage in 
many ot his ballad collections. However, in 1805 he made his first attempts 
at novel writing and it seems most logioal to expect that these same 
materials provided much of the material of his prose. Maokenzie makes this 
same point when he saysr 
---------------
The French Revolution, distinguished by its 
levelling prinoiple and action, had ended in sub-
stituting a feudal empire for an effete monarohy; 
and, even when Napoleon was re-dividing Europe 
into Kingdoms and prinoipalities for his family 
and his followers, there had ••• revived, a deep 
16 A. W. Ward and A. R. Waller, Cambridge History 2! English Literature 
(New Yorks The Macmillan Co_, 1933), Vol. XII, p. 4. 
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devotion to the ohivalry whioh had done so muoh 
in the past, and whose traditions had ingratted 
grace into history and breathed reality into 
song. To this feeling, this prinoiple, Soott 
had ministered in his poems; and now acknow-
ledged head of the romantic school, he resolved 
to extend its limits beyond the ballad or the 
narrative poem, and use prose as the more suit-
able medium. He strove to delineate the past 
as it seemed in the eyes of men who were dubious 
of the present, and afraid of the future,MM 
noble, stately, glittering, and gay, with the 
pulse of life ever beating to heroic measures. 
His view of feudalimn, in "The Talisman," and 
"Ivanhoe," ••• was not the carioature a few pre-
ceding authors had drawn, but a portrait --
faithful, if idealized.17 
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Therefore, we can say that although these environmental influenoes were first 
the souroe of Soott's expression of medievalism in his poetical works, they 
were an extension of that same expreSSion in his prose, where they found an 
even more ttsuitable medium." 
Coupled with and woven into many of Scott's environmental influences 
were his reading habits and his literary acquaintances. We have seen the 
effect of the many personal and external influences on Soott and the manner 
in Whioh they contributed to developing the medieval trend of his thought, 
but suoh a trend could hardly be fully developed and worked were it not for 
the "fuel fed to the fire" by his reading habits and literary acquaintanoes. 
Due to Soott's retarded health from infancy, his childhood was tended to 
delicately and artistioally. He was, as has been observed, acquainted at a 
very early age with the song and story of Scotland from those who knew it. 
It was therefore natural with the abundanoe of fact and fancy he drank in, 
17 Mackenzie,~. ~., p. 208 • 
~.. . ----------. 
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and with his interest in the past continuing to grow, that during the months 
of his confinement to bed he should have sought further firing of the 
medieval spirit kindled in him by these earlier assooiations. Soott'. 
desultory reading habit. furthered this development and served to give him 
that spirit of remote times peculiar to his literary tastes. 
Soott's reading habits began at an early age but took final shape during 
the years of his somewhat diversified eduoation. Although his teaohers 
helped to a degree in guiding his reading, it was to a great extent the out-
growth of his own inolinations. At the age of leven, though Scott oould read 
fluently and could call to memory .everal border ballads, he was sent to a 
small private school. With some tutoring at home, his progress wal rapid, 
and in Ootober of 1778 when Soott was still a boy of seven, he was considered 
ready to join the olass of a Mr. Luke Fraser in the High School.18 
While in attendance at High School Soott's genius was reoognized by 
many. Dr. Blaokwood, a blind poet, took a fanoy to Soott and reommnended him 
to read Ossian and Spenser, of whom Soott has said. 
The tawdry repetitions of the Ossianic 
phraseology disgusted me rather sooner than 
might have been expected from my age. But 
Spenser I could have read for ever. Too 
young to trouble myself about the allegory, 
I considered all the knights and ladies and 
dragons and giants in their outward and e~ 
oteric sense, and God only knows how de-
lighted I was to find myself in such loolety.19 
----------~--------
18 Ibid., p. 33 
19 'LO'OiChart,~.~ •• p. 11. 
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Since Ossian and Spenser both present curious piotures of the past~ it is 
easy to understand the intriguing influence they should have had on Soott, 
especially in their exoterio sense. The extent to whioh knights and ladies 
oocupy the pages of Soott's novels is proof enough of the influenoe of Ossian 
and Spenser. 
When Soott left the High School in 1783, at the age of twelve, he 
possessed an unusually large quantity of general infonnation& 
ill-arranged~ and oolleoted, without system, 
yet deeply impressed upon his mind, readily 
assorted by his power of conneotion and 
memory, and guided by a vivid and active ~ 
agination.20 
The wealth of prose and poetry produoed by Soott seems not improbable when 
one considers the quantity and the quality of general info~ation collected 
and absorbed by him at this early age, not to speak of the stores whioh were 
to be added in 8 few years to oome. 
Atter leaving the High Sohool, Soott's health though greatly improved 
was not good, and consequently, he was unable to begin his studies at the 
University immediately. Once again he took up his abode in the country, this 
time at his aunt's home in Kelso. For tour hours a day he attended school. 
The rest of his time was wholly at his own disposal. At Kelso he had the 
advantage of being under the tutorship of an exoellent soholar, Lanoelot 
Whale, who devoted muoh attention to Soott as he weloomed students whose 
attainments were higher than the average. The extreme individuality of 
Scott's genius and literary tastes were observed here. Soott, refusing to 
be guided by 'Whale, pursued his own interests in reading and "began by 
-.. ---------~---
20 Loc. cit. 
--
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degrees to seek in histories, memoirs, voyages and travels, and the 11ke, 
events as wonderful as those whieh were the work of the imagination. n21 ~t 
this time, while only thirteen, he used to spend hours reading such authors 
as Spenser, Ariosto, and Boiardo.22 
The great advantage of the use of private or rare libraries which so 
many of the great writers in literature had at their disposal, was not 
lacking among the literary influences on Scott. During his stay at Kelso 
there was a respectable subscription-library, a circulating-library of 
ancient standing, and some private book-shelves open to his random perusal. 23 
We have Scott's own words as to his use of these libraries; when speaking 
particularly of Allen Ramsay's library, he says that it 
.. -------.. -----. 
exhibited specimens of every kind, from 
the romances of chivalry and the ponderous 
foli08 of craus and Cassandra, down to the 
most approve works of later times. I was 
plunged into this great ocean of reading 
wi tho,ut compass or pilot •••• As my taste and 
appetite were gratified in nothing 8lse, I 
indemnified myself by becoming a glutton 
of books. Accordingly, I believe I read 
almost all the romanoes, old plays, and 
epic poetry in that formidable collection, 
and no doubt was unconsciou8ly amassing 
materials for the task in which it has 
been my lot to be so employed.24 
21 Sir Walter Scott, Waverlel (Boston: Colonial Press Co., 1931), p. X. 
22 Lockhart,~.~., p. 33. 
23 Mackenzie,.2£.~.' p. 40. 
24 Waverley, p. X. 
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~ong those treasures opened to Scott from Ramsay's library was Bishop 
Percy's fJReliques of Anoient Poetry." This work has been considered as a 
preliminar,y to the development of many romantic themes in English literature. 
Peroy's work exerted a definite influence on Scott, for in his own words he 
says: 
I remember well the spot where I read 
those volumes for the first time. It was 
beneath a huge platanus-tree, in the ruins 
of what had been intended for an old fash-
ioned arbor in the garden I have mentioned 
•••• To read and to remember, was, in this 
instance, the same thing; and henceforth, 
I overwhelmed rrw school-fello.'1s, and all 
'Who would harken to me, wi th tragi cal 
recitations from the ballads of Bishop 
Perc.y. The first time too, I could 
scrape a few shillings together, which 
were not common occurrences with me, I 
bought unto mwselt a copy of these be-
loved volumes; nor do I believe I ever 
read a book half so frequently or with 
half the enthusiasm..2'5 
Considering the fact that, as Sampson says, aIt was through Percy's 
'Reliques' that the Middle Ages really came to have an influence in modern 
poetry,ft 26 in relation to the extent in which Scott devoured this work, it 
can be concluded that it worked a motivating influence on Scott in developing 
his medievalising tendency. Scott's praise of Ramsay's library gives voice 
to his hungering appetite which was gratified by the many volumes contained 
therein. 
25 Lockhart,~. cit., p. 11. 
26 George Samp~on, The Concise Cambridge History ~English Literature 
(New York: The Macmillan Co., 1941), p. 537. 
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Scott also became familiar in 1801, with the researches of Jamel Ritson, 
a noted antiquarian. Ritson surprised everyone who was aware of his asperity 
by revealing th", stores of his extensive learning to Soott. It is probable 
that Soott learned about minstrelsy from Percy and Ritson, but it 1s also 
apparent that he apprehended their research oarefully and oritioally. This 
taot is notioeable when Soott disoussing the sooial positions of the minstrel 
in the light of what these two men had said on the subject, concludes: 
In faot, neither of these exoellent an-
tiquaries has oast a general or philosophic 
glance on the necessary condition of a set 
ot men, who were by profession the instru-
ments of the pleasure of others during a 
period of society such as was presented in the 
Middle Ages. 27 
The role ot the minstrel is so naturally portrayed in Soott's novels that to 
read Scott is to make a study ot ~instrelsy." 
Numerous as the channels are trom which Scott added to his romantio lore 
one other seems worthy of recognition. From Scott we learn of the influenoe 
of the Chronicles of Froissart. Froissart, as considered by Legouis, was the 
French political and military chronicler ot the fourteenth oentury.28 When 
making rete renee to the interest Froissart held for Scott, Ball saYls "The 
truit of Scott's acquaintance with Froissart appears prominently ••• ln the 
novels of chivalry.,,29 Scott too, in hil dedicatory epistle to Ivanhoe 
remarks that the "delighttul pages of the gallant Froissart,U provided him 
with many valuable hints for that partioular work. There is a section in 
... -....... --.. - ..... ,... 
27 Sir Walter Scott, Misoellaneous Prose Works, Essay on Chivalry ( 
Lon~an, Green. 1827), p. 193. 
28 Legouis, OPe cit., p. 151 
29 Ball, .!.E.0 oit., p. 36. 
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l~.nh~, where Rebeooa in reporting the progress of the storming of Front-de-
-Boaut's castle (where she and Ivanhoe are being held oaptive) to Ivanhoe, 
describes the body of men headed by the Knight of Fetterlook as being "close 
under the outer barrier of the barbloan. w30 From a note Scott gives us here, 
98 are led to believe that the idea of plaoing the besiegers ·close under the 
barrier of the barbioan," was borrowed from the chivalrous pages of Froi 
In November of 1783, Soott's health had improved suffioiently well tor 
him to enter the University of Edinburgh. However, due to the faot that 
Soott never mastered Greek well enough to be examined in it, he was foroed to 
leave the University without a degree. Despite his failure in Greek, Soott 
mastered Gennan well enough to have inoreased those souroes from which he 
drew material for his work on the Middle Ages. His translation of Goethe's 
"Goetz of Berliohingen with the Iron Hand," published in 1799, is thought by 
many oritios to have been the source for the death of Marmion, and Rebeoca'. 
desoription of Front-de-Boeut'. castle in Ivanhoe.3l 
To oonsider the numerous antiquarian sources from whioh Scott's 
expreSSion of medievalism was nourished would take on proportions beyond the 
soope of this study. The immediate and most important souroes through whioh 
Soott's fasoination for the Middle Ages was developed have been reoognized. 
Outside the realm of antiquarian researoh, Sootttsoontemporaries in the 
field of the novel, provided in their revival of the past muoh material Which 
Soott drew from and reworked to suit his own purpose. "For the outworn 
.. ---.,----------
30 Sir Walter Soott, Ivanhoe (New Yorka Grossett and Dunlap, 1~37), p. 313. 
31 Maokenzie,~. ~., p. 96. 
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_otit. and machinery" of the romances of his contemporaries, ·s.o~ ofterred 
equi.a1ents which aftorded the reader the same excitement while th87 oarried 
all the conviction of real 1ife.-32 
Horace Walpole's Castle ~ Otranto, heads a long list of rwnanoes 
preoeding Scott's series ot novels, that directly impressed Scott. Walpole'. 
object in this work was -to paint the domestic life and manners ot the teudal 
period, 'as agitated ~ the aotion ot the supernatural machinery such as the 
superstition of the t~e might have expeoted.,"33 Since the life and the 
manners of the feudal period embody Scott's expression of medievaliaa in his 
.orks dealing with that period, we can feel sure of the influence ot Horace 
Walpole on him, but we have more positive proof in Soott's own words when he 
says: 
I had nourished the ambitious desire 
of composing a tale of chivalry, which 
was to be in the style of the Castle of 
otranto, wi th plenty of Border charac::-
ters and supernatural incidents.34 
Among other contanporaries of Soott whose works exerted oonsiderable 
~pression on him was Maria Edgeworth. To her work, Castle Raokrent, MOody 
allocates the distinction of having suggested to Scott that 
true looal color could be made as etfeotive 
a baokground as talse, and that the roman-
tio interest GOuld be united with an eftort 
to portray life as it i •• 35 
Scott was diligently enamoured ot Miss Edgeworth'. accomplishments in the 
......... -... ---------.. 
32 Robert D. Mayo, ~ow Long Was Gothio Fiotion in Vogue," Modern Language 
Notes, 58163, Janua~, 1943. 
33 Koody and Lovett, !f. ~., p. 253. 
34 Waverley, p. XL. 
35 Moody and Lovett, !f. ~o, p. 341. 
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field of patriotic literature, and felt that he might att~pt to imitate her 
efforts by doing something for Scotland • 
••• something whioh might introduoe her na-
tives to those of the sister kingdom in a 
more favorable light than they had been 
plaoed hitherto and tend to procure sym-
pathy for their virtues and indulgenoes 
for their foibles. I thought also, that 
muoh of what I wanted in talent might be 
made up by the intimate acquaintanoe with 
the subject ~ioh I could lay claim to 
possess, as having travelled through most 
parts of Sootland, both Hignland and Low-
land, having had from my infanoy tree and 
unrestrained oommunioation with all ranks 
ot my countrymen, from the Scottish peer 
to the Soottish ploughman. Suoh ideas 
otten ooourred to me, and constituted an 
ambitious branoh ot my theory, however 
tar short I may have tallen ot it in 
practioe.36 
Needless to say, from Soott's own admissions and trom the critios, it is 
apparent that Scott's debt to the eighteenth-oentury contemporaries is a 
great one. Fairchild perceives an extremely olose relation of the Gothio 
romances to Soott's works when he cites Scott 
making judioious use of their thrills, tem-
pering their absurdities, infusing them with 
a more genuinely medieval atmosphere and 
background with a satisfying realism •••• 37 
Fairchild reoognizes the extent to whioh the oreative genius of Soott 
iurthered the work ot the Gothic writers as a complement of rather than a 
debt to their literary endeavors. 
Although the popular vogue for the Gothic romances was thought to have 
been over by 1814, their appeal was still tresh in the minds of many. In 
---~-----------36 Waverley, p. XII. 
37 Hoxie Neale Fairchild, ~ Romantic Quest (New Yorks Columbia Universit 
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reoognising this faot, Mayo gives evidenoe of Mrs. Radoliffets influenoe on 
Scott when he says' 
It was.not mere Wh1mi8icality 
whi oh made Crabbe Robinson on read-
ing Waverley in 1815 associate the 
new romanoe with 'Mrs. Radcliffe t s 
work. 38 
out of these environmental and literary influenoes developed the genius 
of the "greatest popularizer of the Middle Ages" in English literature. 
The constant abiding of his mind 
within the well-defined fonas of some 
one or other of the conditions of out-
ward life and manners, among the scores 
of different spheres of hu.an habit, 
was, no doubt, one of the secrets ot 
his genius, but it was also its greatest 
lilaitation.39 
The oontrast whioh shall be observed of those environmental and literary 
influenoes which prevailed upon Scott and Newman will indioate the l~itation 
ot Soott's medievalism as oompared with the deeper significance of Newman's. 
"Newman loved the Middle Ages no less than Scott, he only shifted the 
oenter of his affections."40 Soott saw before he began his literary career 
that the novels and romanoes of his oentury were unsuited to the changed 
conditions of sooiety in his own time. 41 Opposing the literary tradition of 
the last century he sought the strange adventure he loved in the Middle Ages. 
Newman, on the other hand, alarmed and revolted by the tendencies of the age 
-----------.. _--
38 Mayo, 100. oit. 
39 RioharQ1[. Hutton, Sir Walter Scott (New York, Harper and Brothers, 
1939), p. 121. -
40 Sr. Mary Aloysi Kiener, John Henry; Newman, The Romantic, The Friend, The 
Leader (Boston, Collegiate Press Corp., 19!!), p. 46. ---
41 Mackenzie,~. !!!., p. 202. 
~-----------. 
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and seeing the growing seou1arism of the t~e. and the trend towards trust in 
the reasoning intellect, sought in the Middle Ages a souroe tor hi. ettort to 
combat it. 
To rouse the Bnglish Church to a 
vital realization of its own great 
traditions, and to restore to it the 
prestige and the dominating position 
it had had in the past. 42 
was an ultimate objeot of N6Rnan t s. 
Scott in his resolved literar,y endeavors was attraoted by the externali-
ties of medievalism, the various aspeots of ohivalry and feudalism of those 
ages. Newman, on the other hand, in his religious endeavors whioh were as 
great a oontribution to the tield ot literature as Scott's, was attraoted by 
the unity and authority whioh oharaoterized the Churoh at that time. 
The natural tenor of N..-an t s temperament was a religious one. 
Aooordingly, the influenoes whioh helped to mould his medieval mind were of 
a difterent oharaoter from those more explioit influenoes which surrounded 
Soott. 
John Henry Newman, born in 1801, was the eldest bOy in a family of six 
ohildren. His tather was a London banker whose tamily oame from Cambridge-
s~ire. His mother oame from a Frenoh Protestant tamily.43 Both parents 
belonged to the Churoh ot England. Bis mother professed a mild type of 
Calvinism, which at that time was oharaoteristio of many of the Low Church 
.... _---_ ... _-----
42 Gates, !E.. oit., p. 113. 
43 Wilfrid Ward, The Life of John Benrz Cardinal Newman (New York. Longman&, 
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school. His mother having been a very religious woman, was responsible tor 
the taot that Newman traB childhood was taught to "take great delight in 
reading the Bibleoft44 
Besides the early intluenoe ot the Bible, Newman is said to have been 
deeply impressed by his tather who possessed an acute logical mind. Koody 
olearly reoognizes this trait in Newman. 45 There is much truth tc Moody' 8 
.tate.ment, as the application of a logical mind is particularly obseryed in 
Newman's E8say~ ~ Developaent!! Christian Dootrine. 
Newman's early reading habits enter into the picture out ot whioh 
developed his reverenoe tor the past ages. At the age of six Newman had read 
the Arabian Tales. In the Apologia, he sayes "r used to wish the Arabian 
Tales were truet my imagination ran on unknown influences, on m.agioal powers, 
and talismans. ft46 Consideration of the fact that the Arabian Tales was among 
those bo oks which "whispered the last enohan'bments of the middle ages into 
ears at ohildren during the eighteenth oentury and part of the Dineteenth,"47 
gives evidenoe of Newman's having early made some acquaintanoe with the out-
ward oharaoter of the Middle Ages. 
In the Apologia, when referring to a "devioe" whioh appeared on a page 
in his first Latin verse books, we learn of a probable influenoe exerted upon 
Newman through the romanoes of Mrs. Radoliffe and Miss Porter when he saY81 
---------------
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University Press, 1930), p. 20. 
45 John Moody, John Henry Newman (New Yorkl Sheed and Ward, 1945), p. 3. 
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I have drawn, ••• ~he figure of a solid 
oross upright, and next to it is, ••• a 
set of beads suspended with a little oros. 
attaohed. At this time I was not quite 
ten years. I suppose I got these ideas 
from some romanoe, Mrs. Radoliffe's or 
Mi.s Porter's.48 
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The faot that Mrs. Radoliffe is oonsidered the most successful produoer in 
eighteenth oentury of Gothio stories, abounding in mysterious inoidents and 
supernatural ooourrenoes against a medieval baokground,49 harmonizes with 
Harrold's oonclusion, that Mrs. Radoliffe's or Miss Porter's romanoes may 
suggested that hint of superstition which was to creep into NeRman's writings 
and his thoughts to the very end. 50 
Conourrent with the influenoes of Newman's reading habits were those 
aoquaintanoes he made while pursuing his studies at Oxford. When only 
Newman reoeived under the influenoe of Rev. Walter Kayers at Oxford, deep 
religious impressions, Calvinistio in charaoter. This was the beginning of a 
new life for Newman, his so-oalled "oonversion." 
A deep impression was also made by Thomas Soott of Aston Sanfords, "to 
whom," Newman says, ~umanly spealdng) I almost owe my soul."5l From Newman 
we learn that Thomas Scott planted deep in his mind the fundamental truth of 
religion when he saysl 
-.. -~-.. -.. ----.. -
I deeply felt his influenoe, ••• 
and for years used almost as pro-
verbs what I oonsidered to be the 
soope and issue of his doctrine, 
~oliness rather than peaoe," and 
"Growth the only evidence oflifeo·52 
48 Apologia, p. 13 
49 Moody, 2,£. ~., p. 254. 
50 Charles F. Harrold, John Henry Newman (New Yorka Longmans, Green & Co., 
Inc. ,1945) p. 3. -... . . 
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Fr~ Thomas Soott's essays, Newman also acquired a lealous taith in the 
dootrine ot the Holy Trin1ty. The many impressions received by Newman trom 
hiS aoquaintances at Oxford dealt striotly with religious doctrine in the 
Church of England. The important question ot dootrine was one Which pre-
sented itselt to Newman at a very early age and one whioh wasn't entirely 
clear to him until the oompletion ot his Essar ~~ Developnent ~ 
Christian Doctrine. 
At this same time, in the year 1816, Newman read Joseph Milner's 
Church History, and became enamoured of the long extracts trom the early 
Churoh Fathers. Harrold accounts this experienoe as having been direotly 
prophetic ot the subsequent readings for his work on the Arians ~ ~ Fourth 
century, which eventUally led to'~Development ~ Christian Dootrine.53 
Newman's reading ot Thomas Newton's Dissertations ~~ Prophecies, 
resulted in his beooming tirmly oonvinoed that the Pope was Antichrist 
predicted by Daniel, St. Paul, and ~t. John. 54 From Newton, Newman gathere~ 
material tor his essay on the Protestant~!! Antichrist. Newton's 
influence developed hostile sentiments in Newman toward the Roaan Catholio 
Church. 
Newman's early education was reoeived in a private sohool at Ealing 
under the tutorship of Dr. Nicholas ot Wadham College, Oxford. He remained 
at Ealing until he went to Trinity College, Oxford. At this early stage in 
------~---.~--~ 
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biB education Newman is known to have devoured Waverley and Guy Mannering, 
indioating his early acquaintances with Scott's expression ot medievalism.55 
In 1816 Newman matriculated to Trinity College, Oxford. "Here in an 
atmosphere of the Middle Ages, though without the equivalent intellectual 
aotivity, the undergraduate ••• was placed in the hands of a oollege tutor."56 
It .as at this point in his career that Newman came under the influenoe of 
those Oriel masters to whom referenoe shall be made later. 
During the long vacation trom sohoo1 in 1818, Newman beoame deeply 
absorbed in Gibbon and LOCke. Ward57 records that Newman read Gibbon 
assiduously in conneotion with his own studies in Church history. This fact 
is evident when Newman discusses the Ohuroh ot the tirth and sixth oenturies. 
In this instance his reterences to Gibbon are numerous, thus revealing that 
from him he gained much knowledge concerning the medieval Churoh. 
The int1uence ot Gibbon on Newman is reoognized as an important one by 
several ot Newman's critiCS, tor having provided him with material tor his 
work on the medieval Church. Moody58 described Gibbon as having provided 
much medieval lore tor Newman in his study ot history at this tLme while 
Harrold refers explioitly to a passage ot Newman's Essay ~ Development • 
.. __ .. _----------
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Tbe segment of history which Newman reoreates here is oonsidered by Harrold 
as having been made alluring to Newman by Gibbon and the Fathers.59 
Many of Newman's literary pursuits while at Oxford indioate his taste 
tor things medieval. E!! ~ ~ Gregory!!!" an historical work written by 
Mr. Bowden, forms the basis of Newman's essay on the Reformation ~ the 
Eleventh Century.60 The inspiration Newman received from Bawden stems fran 
the intimate friendship ~ich existed between them at Oriel College. In 
Newman's memoirs we read: 
The two youths lived simply with 
and for each other all through their 
undergraduate time. up to the term 
when they went into the schools for 
their B. A. examination, being recog-
nised in college as inseparables ••• 
and, though so olosea oompanionship 
could not continue When at length 
they ceased to be in a state of pu-
pilage, and had taken their several 
paths in life, yet the mutual attach-
ment thus formed at the University 
was maintained between them till Mr. 
Bowden's premature death in 1844.61 
It is significant that sinoe Gregory VII was a Pope in the eleventh century, 
Newman's study of him bears out his medievalism. It will also be remembered 
that Froude helped to instill in Newman, an inspiration for the medieval 
pontiffs. Newman's expression of medievalism in this essay, although written 
when he was an Anglican, displays a very tolerant and kind attitude toward the 
... _------------
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Churoh of Rome. Perhaps, his friendship with John Henry Bowden was a turning 
point in his life. 
One of the most important and ouriously noted literary influenoes on 
Newman, as regards this study, was that of Sir Walter Soott. In his 
~ologia. when referring to an artiole he had written in 1839 for the British 
Critio, on the suocess of the Traots, he says: "First I mentioned the 
literary influenoe of Walter Soott, Who turned men's minds in the direction 
of the middle ages."62 
That Newman could have reoognized the definite guiding influence of Sir 
Walter Soott in turning men's minds toward the middle ages, explains his 
being thoroughly aoquaintedwith the mind of Scott. The probability is great 
of Scott's having direoted Newman's trend of thought toward things medieval 
at a very early age, for in a letter to Hope Scott written in 1871, thanking 
him for a copy of the abridged life of Walter Soott, Newman says: 
In one senSe I deserve it; I have 
ever had suoh a devotion, to Walter 
Soott. As a boy, in the early summer 
mornings I read "Waverley" and "Guy 
Mannering" in bed when they first 
oame out, before it was time to get 
up; and long before that I think, 
when I was eight years old I lis-
tened eagerly to the "Lay of the 
Last Minstrel," whioh my mother 
and aunt were reading aloud.63 
In a letter to his mother in 1820, we find him expressing enthusiasm upon 
having read "Ivanhoe," espeoially the seoond volume.64 
..... _--------.-. 
62 Avologia, p. 126. 
63 Letters and Correspondenoe of John Henry Newman, Vol. I, p. 15. 
64 Ibid., p. 46. - -
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Ward65 notes Newman's devotion to Soott's novels and hiB frequent 
reference to them as an influence for good as well as a souroe of artistio 
delight. 
When Sr. Mary A101si Kiener recognizes the influence of Scott on Newman, 
she considers Newman's debt "to the infiltrations fram the spirit that had 
red the genius of Sir Walter Scott, whose last encounter on life's great 
tournament ooincided with the very eve of the Oxford Movement."66 
References are not lacking of the inn uence of Sir Walter Scott on John 
Henry Ne1fD18ll, but even Ne1fD1an himself places great emphasis on his 
associations with and recollections of the works and genius of Scott •. How-
ever great this influence was, the natural inolination of Newman's mind 
accounts for Soott's works having made the deep impression they did on 
Newman. In comparing the achievement of Sir Walter Scott in the field of the 
novel with his own sermon .. rk Newman remarks: 
You see, it seems to me a great 
object, as Sir Walter Scott beat bad 
novels out of the field, in like man-
ner to beat bad sermons by supplying 
a more real style of sermon.67 
Newman definitely had Sir Walter Scott and his achievements in mind. Soott 
in his expression of medievalism showed the way to the Middle Ages but Newman 
in his expression led the way to the spiri~ual aspects of the Middle Ages. 
It was the outward aspeots of those ages whioh thrilled Soott but Newman went 
---------------
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deeper. Newman went to the "Church" of those ages~ and to be deep in study of 
the Middle Ages, is to be deep in study of the Church. 
In reviewing in his Apologia, that same article whioh he wrote for the 
British Critic earlier referred to in this chapter, Newman mentions also the 
literary influence of Coleridge. He appreoiates Coleridge highly despite his 
having indulged a liberty for speoulation, and gives him sane credit for 
having suoceeded in interesting the genius of his age in the cause of Catholic 
truth. He did this by instilling a higher philosophy into inquiring minds 
than that to which they had been accustomed.S8 
Newman also reoognizes Southey and Wordsworth in the period of the 
Romantic Age in English Literature as having carried their readers in the 
direotion of the Middle Ages • 
••• two living poets, one of whom in 
the department of fantastio fiotion, 
the other in that of philosophioal 
meditation, have addressed them-
selves to the same high prinoiples 
and feelings and carried forward 
their readers in the same direo-
tion.S9 
Sinoe Southey is known for his having beoome "a strenuous defender of the 
institutions of the past,"70 it is not to be wondered that there was an 
element in his works whioh attracted Newman. 
68 Apologia, p. 127. 
69 Loo. cit. 
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Side by side and correlated with Ne1VIllan' s 11 terary adventures at Oxford 
~re the Oriel masters to Whose influence Newman was for many years subjeoted. 
The first Oriel master under whose influence Newman came was Dr. Hawkins, 
Provost of Oriel in 1822. From Hawkins he learned to reason logically and 
through him also disoovered the doctrine of Tradition, the doctrine of 
Baptismal Regeneration, whioh later beoame subjects of his Tracts, and also 
the fact that the Church was 'the true interpreter of Scripture. While sub-
jeoted to the influenoe of Hawkins, Newman dropped the last of his Calvinistic 
aberrations.7l 
In 1823, Newman learned the doctrine of Apostolical Succession from the 
Rev. William James, a fellow of Oriel. At this same time he read Bishop 
Butler's Analogy,72 the principles of which became the underlying doctrine of 
a great part of his own teaching.73 
In 1825, Newman was favored with the assignment as Vice-Prinoipal and 
Tutor at Alban Hall, by Dr." Whately, then Principal and formerly an instructor 
of Newman's at Oriel. In the point of religious opinions, Newman says that 
Whately taught him 
---------------
the existence of a substantive body 
or corporation; next to fix in me 
those anti-Erastian views of Church 
polity, which were one of the most 
prominent features of the Tractar~ 
ian movement.74 
71 Moody,~.~., p. 13 
72 Sampson, OPe ~., p. 492. 
73 Apologia, p. 29. 
74 Ibid. • 30 
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gis work had a gradual and a deep effect on Newman' s mind~ but for his 
tbeological tenets Newman had no sympathy. As a result of Whately's influenoe, 
Newman found himself preferring intellectual excellence to moral excellence 
and drifting in the direction of the liberalism of the day, but he also found 
bimself being rudely awakened from those views by 1827. 
In May, 1825, Newman had been ordained in the Anglican Priesthood. In 
1626, he became tutor in his college and resigned his Frincipalship under 
Whately. About this time Newman became formally acquainted with Keble, who 
was a student at Oxford the first time Newman had heard of him, but was now a 
country parson and the author of The Christian Year published in 1828. The 
two main intellectual truths brought home to Newman were: 
the same two ••• learned from Butler, though 
recast in the oreative mind of my new mast. 
The first of these was what may be called, 
in a large sense of the word, the Saora-
mental system; that is the dootrine that 
material phenomena are both the types and 
the instruments of real things unseen,-
a doctrine, 'Whioh embraoes in its fulness, 
not only what Anglioans as well as Cath-
olios believe about Saoraments so-called; 
but also the article of "the Communion 
ot Saints" and the mysteries ot faith. • 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••• 
the second intelleotual principle whioh I 
gained fram Mr. Keble, ••• (was) ••• the firm-
ness of assent which we glve to religious 
dootrine, not to the probabilities whioh 
introduced it. • •• It is faith and love 
which give to probability a force which 
it has not in ltself •••• Thus the argument 
fram personality, which in fact is one 
form of the argument from Authority •••• l 
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did not at all dispute this view of the 
matter, for I had made use of it myself, 
but I was dissatisfied because it did not 
go to the root of the difficulty.75 
Kable was a High Churchman and a strong defender of the so-called "Catholic" 
interpretation of the Anglican Book of Common Prayer. 
Upon the retirement of Hawkins in 1828, Newman received the appointment 
of Vicar of St. Mary's, the University Church. Sinoe 1826 he had been in 
olosest and most affeotionate friendship with Hurrell Froude, a pupil of 
Keble's at Oriel, .nose opinions arrested and influenced him even when they 
did not gain his assent. In this regard, Newman says: 
He taught me to look with admir-
ation toward the Church of Rome, and 
in the same degree to dislike the Ref-
ormation. He fixed deep in me the 
idea of devotion to the Blessed Virgin 
and he led me gradually to believe in 
the Real Presence.76 
It was also through the influenoe of Froude that Newman learned to admire the 
great medieval Pontiffs. We find mention of them considerably interspersed 
throughout Newman's works in his Anglican days when he delved into the questio 
of doctrine. After he became a Catholic, to punotuate his oonvictions, there 
are also frequent referenoes to the Pontiffs of the medieval period. 
Previous to this particular point in Newman's oareer and despite the 
influence Froude exerted upon him, Newman gives little indication of his 
departing far from Low Churchmanship. However, up to 1829, Newman had been 
---._-- .. -..... _---
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continuing a previous study he had undertaken of the Church Fathers and 
through the impressions he received of the Church in the ages of these Fathers 
found himself slowly getting away from his Protestant viewpoint. Newman's 
study of the Church Fathers was one of the greatest turning points in his life 
He was becoming more vividly aware 
that the divinely revealed truths of 
Christianity, as interpreted by the 
early Church Fathers, and Church 
Councils, had been largely forgotten 
by the established Church during the 
long domination of Low Churchmen. 
The High Church view was that these 
great revealed truths should once 
more be brought to life and defended 
as the fundamental doctrines of the 
Anglican Church, which (he had now 
come to feel, for the first time) 
was really not a Protestant Church 
at all, but the true Church Catholic 
in England, - that is to say, a true 
branch of the historic Catholio Church.77 
Newman was gradually moving out of the shadow of liberalism which had 
hung o~er him for many years. His early devotion to the Fathers returned. In 
the long vacation of 1828 when the influence of the Oriel masters was no 
longer at a peak, he began reading the Fathers again. Those to whom we refer 
in a later part of this study will be only those who fall within the scope of 
the Middle Ages as defined in Chapter 1.78 Newman's deep expression of 
edievalism is observed when he gives us the mind of these men in the Middle 
Ages. It is interesting to note that in the height of his Anglican oareer he 
....... -----------
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,0 keenly sensed the past of the Catholio Church. 
The religious opinions and the dootrines which Newman inbibed from the 
Oriel masters, referred to above, were not in accordanoe with the dootrine of 
the Roman Catholic Church. They were, for the most part, erroneous semblanoes 
of the oreed of the Churoh of Rome. The important point in elaborating on 
those opinions derived from the Oriel masters is to show oharaoteristioally 
that it was the Churoh and its dootrines whioh oaptivated the attention of 
Newman. He lent an eager ear to those who saw the opportunity of expounding a 
partioular dootrine as th~ understood it or wished to interpret it. He 
listened to and absorbed all that presented itself to his mind during his days 
at Oxford, and tor some time used his oratorioal genius in expounding many ot 
these same ideaso 
Atter Newman's mind began unfolding, his spirit beoame unsettled. The 
interpretation and applioation of doctrine as he learned it at Oxford refused 
to harmonize with many additions to his faith sinoe that time. Consequently, 
we find Newman reverting to the Churoh of the Middle Ages for positive 
doctrine, trying desperately to claim for the Churoh of England a position as 
great as that of the Church of Rome. In his conscientious but frantic attempt 
to establish such contact, Newman explores the doctrine, unity, and authority 
of the Churoh in the Middle Ageso 
In 1832, shortly after Newman finished writing his Arians ~~ Fourth 
Century, he took his first sea voyage through the Mediterranean with the 
rr-----------r
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Froudes. This trip proved to be one of the greatest turning points in 
Ne~an's life. On this trip he was overoame with a sense of a mission to save 
tbe English Church from destruction at the hands of the Whig politicians. 
When Newman returned to England the Oxford Movement got under way. The 
state of things in the Anglican Church at this time is desoribed by Church: 
The Church. as it had been in the 
quiet days of the eighteenth oentury. was 
scarcely adapted to the needs of more stirr-
ing times. The idea of clerical life had 
certainly sunk. both in faot and in the pop-
ular estimate of it •••• The Idea of the 
priest was not quite forgotten, but there 
was muoh to obscure it. The beauty of the 
English Church at this time was its family 
life of simplicity and purity; its blot 
was quiet worldliness •••• But the fortunes 
of a Church are not safe in the hands of 
a clergy, of which a great part take their 
obligations 80 easily. It _s slumbering 
and sleeping when the visitation of days 
of ohange and trouble came upon it.79 
This was the state of the English Church when Newman returned from the 
Mediterranean. Newman recognized his mission to be a "war against the 
Liberalism in thought that was breaking up ancient institutions in Churoh and 
State."80 Newman knew its symptoms and foresaw its results, not all at once, 
but for many years previous. It _s an anticipation Which early haunted him, 
and since in his honest efforts to overcome the evils of the age he should 
turn so otten to the Middle Ages for the source or the confirmation of his 
ideas, would indioate that the medieval turn of his mind was not so much 
_._-----_.-----
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aoquired as something innate. To defend the Church of England "against the 
assaults of brilliant intelleotuality"6l seemed to be: 
a mission especially suited to one (Newman) 
keenly alive to the plausibility of scep-
tioism, yet profoundly convinoed that 
modern soience and research were compat-
ible with Christianity, and that in Chris-
tianity alone could be found the meaning 
of life and the happiness of mankind. The 
work was to be done ••• by strengthening the 
English Church as the home of dogmatic re-
ligion; by imparting intellectual depth to 
its traditional theology and spiritual life 
to its institutions; by strengthening and 
renewing the almost broken links Which 
bound the Churoh of England to the Church 
Catholic of the great ages--the Church of 
Augustine and Athanasius. And this was 
the object of the Oxford Movement of 1633.62 
By the efforts employed by the Tractarians to obtain this object and through 
their "modus of restoring Christianity," by going to "history, antiquity, and 
the past,"63 the return to the Middle Ages shall be observed as particularly 
related to Newman. That "feeling of almost unbearable homesickness" whioh 
"filled the souls of those Oxford soholars when they contrasted the religion 
and life of the Middle Ages and the Primitive Church with that of nineteenth-
century England,"64 is that same feeling which gave birth to the Oxford 
Movement and which Newman desoribes as "a spiritual awakening of spiritual 
-----.---------
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.ants ,"85 an awakening as genuine "as that heralded by Sr. Francis in the 
thirteenth century or by Wesley in the eighteenth."86 
The minds of the Tractarians were as progressive as the movement itself, 
_any going in different direotions and with different results before its 
olose. Newman's work in the Church Fathers and other research he took upon 
htmself even before the movement began, coupled with his work in the movement 
showS the trend of his mind steadily advancing toward 
a deeper and wider sympathy and harmony 
with ancient Catholicism, with medieval 
Catholicism, with the present and living 
Catholic Church, considered in its 
diffusive charaoter, and finally with 
the Raman Church, the mother and mistress 
of churches.87 
That the pomp and the panoply of the Middle Ages should have held such 
magnetic fascination for Scott was a natural outgrowth of his environment and 
the literary influences which enveloped him from ohildhood. His desoendanoy 
fram a family of Border chieftains and his early aoquaintanoe with their bold 
and valorous feats as recolleoted for him by various members of his family, as 
compared with the striot Puritanism which permeated the Newman household, 
would in a measure acoount for Scott's and Newman's respeotive attraotion to 
opposite poles of medievalism. 
Soott's childhood, as has been noted, was tended to almost oonstantly by 
adults, who filled his idle hours with legends of medieval times envisaging 
for him the glories of military life and the majestio display of ohivalry 
--.. _-----------
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heightened by the heraldic embellishments. which characterized the life and 
manners of those times. The elements of feudalimn which were exposed to him 
at such an early age were the same elements which later became the subject of 
his own literary endeavors. He was exposed not only to legends but to actual 
battles in the Highlands and the Lowlands. where his own forbears had taken 
part and risen victoriously. The scenes of many of these battles were 
familiar to Scott and from the ruins he found still standing he gathered 
material for the vivid descriptions of castles, dungeons, and old keeps, which 
decorate the pages of many of his tales. 
Every inclination of Scott's was one which bent itself toward enlivening 
the spirit which those early assooiations with the past had kindled in him. 
His literary tastes were distinctly medieval. His delving into anti-
quarian research, into Spenser, into the Gothic romanoes, and his diligent 
perusal of libraries abounding in medieval lore were all indioations of the 
spirit ~thin him. From these sources Scott learned of feudalism in all its 
stages, of knights and fair ladies, of gallant knighthood and bold warfare, of 
tournaments and feasts, of oastles and dungeons. The externalities of 
medievalism whioh Soott learned of from the influences mentioned above, are 
the keynote to the medieval treasure ~ich he has left to posterity. 
Newman, on the other hand, whose prcpensity was strictly theologioal, 
showed no very strong inclination towards religicn until shortly before going 
to Oxford. Although his inclinations were not reoognized as early as Scott's 
r-=----------. 
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and despite the fact that a few of his early reading habits, such as the 
Arabian Tales, Scott's novels, and same works of Miss Porter, Mrs. Radcliff., 
-
coleridge and Southey, resembled somewhat the reading habits of Scott, does 
not detract from the conclusion that Newman's expression of medievalism went 
deeper than Scott's. Although Newman was thoroughly familiar with the 
externalities of medievalism it was not the external elements of the age which 
attracted him. Rather did the age present itself to him as a world, and so in 
his Oxford days Where the environment was more conductive, he begins his 
oourse of seeking out the real truths Which he knew were behind the festival 
and oolorful array of those .cenes portrayed in the earlier works which he had 
read. 
It was characteristic of Newman that he should be a ready subject for the 
exposition of his Oriel masters' opinions and doctrines. At this time Newman 
was reading Newton's Dissertations on the PropheCies, Butler's AnalOgy, and 
Milner and Gibbon on Church history. This indicates that his curiosities were 
ooncerned ~th the inner life of the Church. 
Because of the doubts which arose in his mind as a result of the indoc-
trination he received at Oxford, and then in the procedure he followed as a 
Tractarian to restore Catholic doctrine in the Church of England, Newman 
unconsciously gives us his deep expression of medievalism. In the course he 
thus travels, Newman is found studying deeply the early Churoh Fathers, 
admiring the medieval Pontiffs, and later on, comparing the Church of England 
in his time with the Church of the fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries. After 
this study, Newman's greatest doubt of all is settled, namely, that the 
Roman Catholic Church is the True Church. 
~-----------. 
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In this process of settling his mind, Newman by returning to the Middle 
~ges for the doctrine, unity and authority of the Church, gives to posterity 
an expression of medievalism that is Catholic in nature and character. 
CHAPTER III 
MEDIEVAL ELEMENTS .AS EVIDENCED IN THE PROSE OF NEWMAN AND SCOTT 
Newman's work on the Arians ot ~ Fourth CenturY', was begun in 1830, 
as a history ot the great Churoh Counoils tor a -Theologioal Library." New-
man began work on the Counoil ot Nioaea, going to original sources tor his 
factS. He carries this work through the second Council ot Constantinople in 
381, from which date Newman informs us: 
Arianism was formed into a sect, exterior 
to the Catholic Church; and, ••• is merged among 
those external enemies of Christianity, whose 
history oannot be regarded as strictly ecclesi-
astical. l 
The Arians is an important work because in writing it Newman gradually 
became enlightened by means of the thorough researoh he had made, of the fact 
that "Christian dootrines must preserve their original purity and unity or 
perish. The early Churoh ••• had set up its creeds and dogmas as protections 
for the deposit of faith."2 
After realizing how the Roman Catholio Church had stood viotoriously 
against the inroads of the Arian heresy, he compared the position of the 
Anglioan Churoh to a heresy he defined as "liberalism oaused by Protestant-
ism." 
1 John Henry Newman, Arians £!. ~ Fourth Century (London: G. & F. Riving-
ton, 1833), p. 421. 
2 Harrold,~. ~., p. 61. 
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As to the present perils. with which our 
branch of the Church 1s beset, as they bear a 
marked resemblance to those of the fourth oen-
tury, so are the lessons, which the latter per-
iod offers us. espeoially oheering and edifying 
to Christians of the present day. Then as now, 
there was the prospect, and partly the presence 
in the Church, of an Heretioal Power enthralling 
it, exerting a varied influence and an usurped 
claim in the appointment of her funotionaries, 
and interfering with the management of her in-
ternal affairs ••• Meanwhile, ••• should the hand 
of Satan press us sore, our Athanasius, and Basil 
will be given us in their destined season, to 
break the bonds of the Oppressor, and let the 
oaptives go free. 3 
Beoause of threatened inoursions ot Protestantism. Newman goes to the Middle 
Ages, to the Church of the fourth oentury, recognizes its strength in detend-
ing itself against heresy, and olaims tor the Churoh of England that same 
strength should the threat ot an heretioal power press sorely on them. 
Newman's expression of medievalism can also be seen when he tries to 
establish a detinite basis on which to ereot a positive Church theory, that 
resulted in his Via Media. This work, the outgrowth ot a series of lectures 
on the Prophetical Oftice ot the Churoh, attempted to prove that the Angli-
can Churoh was not basioally Protestant but substantially Catholic, and in 
this state occupied a middle ground between Protestantism and modern Catholi-
oism, devoid however of the errors and oorruptions of both.4 
To establish this oontention Newman emphasizes the fact that both 
Churohes aoknowledged the same Creeds, and both believed 
3 Arians, p. 422. 
4 Moody, ~. cit., p. 71. 
in the doctrines of the Trinity. Incarnation, 
and Atonement; in original sin; in the neces-
sity of regeneration; in the supernatural grace 
of the Sacraments; in the obligation of faith 
and obedience. and in the eternity of future 
punishment. 5 
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Newman concludes that. if both Churches agree in such fundamentals as 
these. then the two Churches are definitely one, and so he claims that the 
Anglican Church is a "branch- of the Catholic Church. To justify his branch 
theory Newman says: 
The Catholic Church in all lands had been 
one from the first for many centuries; then. 
various portions had followed their own way to 
the injury. but not to the destruction, whether 
of truth or charity. These portions ••• Greek, 
Latin. Anglican •••• inherited the early individual 
Church in solido ••• and in the unity of that 
Churoh it had unity with the other branches. 
The three branches agreed together in all but 
their later accidental errors •••• Thus, the 
middle age belonged to the Anglican Church. and 
much more did the middle age of England. The 
Church of the twelfth oenturywas the Church of 
the nineteenth. Dr. Howley sat in the seat of 
St. Thomas the Martyr; Oxford was a medieval 
University. Saving our engagements to Prayer 
book and Articles, we might breathe and live 
and act and speak. as in the atmosphere and 
olimate of Henry lIlts day. or the Confessor's, 
or of Alfred t s.6 
A positive expression of medievalism is disoerned when Newman. thinking he 
has justified his branch theory, oonsiders the middle age as belonging to the 
Anglican Churoh, the Church of the nineteenth century to be the same as that 
of the twelfth, and that the atmosphere of the ninth and eleventh centuries 
5 Apologia, p. 93. 
6 Ibid., p. 94. 
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still permeated in that of the nineteenth. 
Newman, in his stand against the charge of Papal jurisdiction, oonsidere~ 
that if a Church taught Catholic doctrines it consequently possessed author-
itative jurisdiotion in that oountry, thereby establishing its Catholicity. 
Because he considered the Roman Church's claim to Papal jurisdiction, as a 
heretical teaching, he contrasted the mission of the Traotarians, whioh was 
to purify the Church against the heretical teaohings of the Romans, with the 
mission of St. Augustine against the Donatist heresy. This oomparison of the 
mission of St. Augustine as analogous with the supposed mission of the Trac-
tarians, shows Newman's frantic attempt to relate the struggles of the Churoh 
of England to the struggles of the Fathers of the Church in the Middle Ages. 
Newman continued his study of the early Church Fathers and particularly 
the Monophysite oontroversies in the Churoh of the fifth oentury. 
The Monophysites were an heretical sect of the fifth century whioh held 
that there was one nature in Christ, a heresy which was oondemned at the 
7 Counoil of Chalcedon in A. D. 451. In his study of the Monophysite contro-
versy Newman naturally beoame aoquainted with the Church of Rome in those 
times. He saw a parallel in the position of the Monophysites at that time 
and the Churoh of the Via Media in his time. He saw that Rome held the same 
position then as she held now.8 
7 Joseph McSorley, ~ Outline Historz of ~ Church ~ Centuries (St. Louis: 
B. Herder Book Co •• 1947), p. 39. 
8 Apologia, p. 144. 
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In this regard Newman said: 
It was difficult to make out how the 
Eutychians or Monophysites were heretics, un-
less the Protestants were heretics also; ••• 
difficult to condemn the Popes of the six-
teenth century without condemning the Popes of 
the fifth. The drama of religion, and the 
combat of truth and error., were ever one and 
the same. The principles and proceedings of here-
tics then, were those of Protestants now •••• The 
shadaw of the fifth century was on the six-
teenth. 9 
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N~ gradually became convinced that the actual position of the Anglican 
Church was the same as the position of the Monophysites in the fifth century 
and that the unity and authority of the Church of Rome was the same then as 
in the fi fth century. 
Not long after Newman had brought his reading on the Church Fathers to 
a close, he received a copy of the Dublin Review from a friend with whom he 
had discussed the state of his mind after studying the Monophysite contro-
versy. An article in this issue by Dr. Wiseman, discussed the "Anglioan 
Claim" based on the struggle of St. Augustine against the Donatists in 
Africa. On reading this article, Newman saw a profound similarity between 
the schismatioal position of the Donatists and that of the Anglioan Church 
in relation to Rome, and so began to lose faith in his theory of the Via 
M d- 10 e l.a. 
It will be remembered that Newman had formerly declared that his 
"stronghold was antiquity," and that the Anglioan Churoh agreed with the 
9 Loo. cit. 
10 Ibid.:-P. 145. 
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Church of Rome in suffioient fundmnenta1s to entitle it to the olaim of 
Catholicity without professing a belief in Papal jurisdiotion despite the 
refusal of the Church of Rome to recognize it because of this error. He also 
held that nreoognition by the rest of the Catholio world was not neoessary 
for membership of the Catholic Churoh. nll 
After reading this article and seeing the Donatists take jurisdiotiona1 
power unto themselves and plaoe themselves in the same Catholic Sees as the 
Roman Church, he recognized that the Anglicans too were making the same plea 
.ith their Bishop. Furthermore, when he saw St. Augustine, one of the very 
Fathers on whom he had leaned for support of his own theory, deolare with 
the words: "Seourus judioat orbis terrarum,n12 he was convinced that his 
"theory of the Via Media was absolutely pulverized. n13 
Newman saw the same applioation of St. Augustine's words to the Mon-
ophysites as well as to the Donatists, and partioularly to the Anglicans, 
that to be a part of the Catholio Church it was of first importance to reoog-
nize the jurisdiotion of that Church. "And now he realized that his former 
parallel of the Arian period on which he had long plaoed so muoh weight did 
not cover the faots of the Anglican position."14 Newman's expression of 
medievalism is obvious when we understand that he reoognized in the Catholic 
Church of the fourth and fifth centuries the unity and authority whioh he 
tried in vain to establish for the English Churoh. 
-----------~--~ 
11 Moody, Ope oit., p. 76. 
12 Apologi8;p::L46. 
13 Loo. cit. 
14 Moody, Ope ~., p. 79. 
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In Newman's work on the Church Fathers,15 when desoribing the invasions 
of the Saracens o·f the oi ty of Hippo shortly after St. Augustine' 8 death, it 
is oharacteristio that he regards as important only the fact that, though 
Hippo had ceased to be an episcopal oity, 
its great Teacher, though dead, yet speaks; his 
voice is gone out into all lands, and his words 
unto the ends of the world. He needs no dwelling-
plaoe, whose home is the Catholic Churoh; he 
fears no barbarian or heretical desolation, whose 
creed is destined to last unto the end.16 
This point evidenoes the fact that Newman knew and revered the position held 
by Augustine in the Fourth century, and also, that he knew those ages were 
Ages of Faith. He found too, that the age of Augustine was free of those 
debasing oharaoteristics which were so prevalent in his day. 
"At least," says Newman, "there is no appear-
anoe in St. Augustine's case of that dreadful 
haughtiness, sullenness, love of singularity, 
vanity, irritability, and misanthropy, which 
were too certainly the oharaoteristics of our 
own countrymen."17 
When Newman desoribes Augustine's Christian love of poverty by never 
indulging in house or land and oonsidering the property of the SQ.e as little 
18 his own as the private possessions he had formerly given up, he is speaking 
in the same tone as Kenelm Digby, who, when considering the state of the poor 
15 The "Church of the Fathers" is contained in Vol. II of Historical 
Sketches. 
16 Historical Sketches, p. 140. 
17 Ibid., p. 144. 
18 EIitorical Sketches, p. 162. 
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in the ages of faith oites also St. Augustine's attitude on the question; 
Not to have the burden of poverty ••• 
is to have the burden more than need-
ful of riohes .19 
Through his referenoe to the oharaoter of a noble lady of the fifth oen-
tury Newman gives an instance of the mind of the Church in the Middle Ages 
as recognized by Demetrias, Who 
preferred giving her wealth to the Church 
to spending it in the aggrandizement of some 
patrician house. 20 
In so doing Demetrias not only oonformed to that spirit which prevailed among 
Christians in medieval times, but she also resisted heroically the appeal of 
the fifth century aristocraoy to which she belonged.21 
When Newman presents St. Martin heroioally resisting the blandishments 
of the crafty Maximus, he leaves a message for all time to anyone who might 
be faced with the same struggle as presented itself to Martin. "Christian 
look hard at them with Martin in silence," says Newman, "and ask them for the 
print of the nails."22 
Those Fathers to whom we have made referenoe fall within our defined 
soope of the Middle Ages, and acoordingly, the medieval elements of those 
ages whioh attracted Newman were those beatific oharacteristios of the Church 
so perfectly exemplified in the lives of the Fathers. 
19 Digby, op. oit., p. 21. 
20 Histori08l ~tohes, p. 163. 
21 Harrold, OPe oit., p. 230. 
22 Historioar-SketChes, p. 206. 
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The essay on the "Reformation of the Eleventh Century," oontainedin 
Newman's Essays Critioal ~ Historioal, is an account of Bowden's ~!! 
~egorl VII whioh has been mentioned earlier.23 Here his antipathy toward 
the Church of Rome is not so marked as in other works of his Anglioan days. 
It is indioative of Newman's medievalism when, as Harrold says, "he sur-
veys all the eoolesiastioal evils of that time, yet emerges with a strong 
sympathy for Gregory VII."24 Actually, it is more than a sympathy for 
Gregory, which Newman feels. It is almost a consoious admiration and longing 
for the power and authority vested in the medieval Popes of Rome. 
Although Newman reveals many of the evils of this time, as the praotice 
of simony, and the need for oelibaoy, he nevertheless reveals too, the true 
oharaoter of the Churoh and its rulers. 
In truth, taking the oorruptions of that 
day at the worst, they were prinoipally on 
the surfaoe of the Churoh •••• ln the worst time 
there is always a remnant of holy men ••• great 
in moral strength •••• Among all men eduoated 
and unlettered, there is a taoit reoognition 
of oertain prinoiples as the cardinal points 
of sooiety, whioh very rarely oome distinotly 
into view, and of whioh the mind is the less 
oonscious beoause of their being intimately 
near it. Suoh there were in Hildebrand's 
day, and the seoret of his suooess lay in his 
having the faith to appeal to them.25 
23 See ohapter II, p. 40. 
24 Harrold, OPe oit., p. 189. 
25 Essays Crit. and ~. Vol. II, p. 270. 
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N~an saw that the corruptions of the eleventh century were only on the sur-
face but the element that impressed him most was the strong faith of Gregory, 
.uich enabled him to appeal to those men, suoh as Henry IV,26 who were not as 
conscious of certain ·prinoiplesu of their faith as they should have been. 
Newman realized that even before the so-called dark times to whioh the 
Hildebrand period succeeded "amid the moral and political degradation of the 
Roman see in the ninth and tenth centuries,·21 the power of the papaoy still 
maintained its hold upon the publio mind. This power of the papaoy however, 
was brought to an unsurpassed height by Gregory VII, who is oonsidered one of 
the most famous of the medieval pontiffs.28 
Approximately twenty years after the Lateran Counoil in 1059, Gregory 
undertook two projeots. This oounoil gave voice to Papal supremacy over im-
perial power.29 Aocordingly, the projeots oonoeived by Gregory, were namely, 
the enforoement of olerical oelibaoy, and the reduotion of the temporal power 
below the spiritual. The applioation of this power is in evidenoe when New-
man refers to the attempt of Henry IV, as a result of the feudalism of the 
day, to assert himself above Gregory • 
••• so in the eleventh century Gregory was 
foroed to plaoe himself in direot relation 
to the Emperor, and take preoedenoe either 
above him or beneath him, and with this 
alternative he put himself above him, a% 
the nearest approximation to the truth.' 0 
26 Munro,~. cit., p. 167. 
27 Essays ~it:-and Hist. Vol. II, p. 274. 
28 f. W81terTallbank and Alastair M. Taylor, Civilization Past and Present 
(Chioago: Soott, Foresman and Co., 1942), Vol. I, p. 347:------
29 MoSorley, OPe oit., p. 307. 
30 Essays Crit. and Hist. Vol. II, p. 305. 
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Besides the power of Papal supremacy which Newman admired in the medieval 
Church, was the power of the Church of Rome to excommunicate. Newman de-
scribes that historic episode in the Middle Ages when Gregory VII had to 
resort to the use of this weapon on Henry IV, who had attempted to depose 
Gregory. The scene wherein we find Henry after offering to submit to the 
Pope approaches him to make his humble oonfession, is sufficiently inspiring 
to mention here. 
The soene, as the suppliant king ap-
proaohed the pontiff, must have been singularly 
striking. The youthful and vigorous Henry, of 
lofty stature and of oommanding features, thus 
humbling himself before the small, insignifioant, 
and now probably withered, figure of Gregory VII., 
must have afforded a striking type of that abase-
ment of physioal before moral power, - of the 
sword before the orosier, - which the great 1 
struggle then in prog~ess was fated to aooomplish.3 
Newman's medievalism is henoeforth observed when we find him so com-
pletely at home in the age of Gregory VII. It is noteworthy that though this 
work was written during Newman's Anglioan career he should have been so o om-
pletely won over by the praotices of the Church of Rome during the eleventh 
century. 
That Newman was impressed with the mind and the strength of the Church 
in the Middle Ages is obvious from the faot that he was so moved by the power 
of Papal supremacy as exerted in the person of Gregory VII, by the weapons of 
the Churoh in those ages, such as exoommunioation, by the enforoement of oel-
ibacy, and by the authority of oouncils. 
31 Essays Crit. and Hist. p. 305. 
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The principle object in Tract Seventy-Five, written by Newman. is to 
claim for the Church Catholic in opposition to the Roman Church, Rwhatever is 
good and true in those Devotions,"32 as embodied in the Roman Breviary. New-
man gives rightful recognition to the excellence and the beauty in the ser-
vices of the Breviary and fears that 
if it were skillfully set before the Prot-
estant by Roman oontroversialists 8.S the 
book of devotions received in their commun-
ion it would undoubtedly raise a prejudice 
in their favor. 33 
Newman refers to the additions which the Roman Church made to the Brev-
iary as doctrinal corruptions, and makes the statement, that the Roman Church 
appropriated to themselves a treasure which belonged as much to the Anglioan 
Church, and thereby justifies his publioation of certain seleotions from the 
Breviary as an "act of re-appropriation."34 
Newman's expression of medievalism can be seen when he draws up his his-
tory of the BreViary. He begins by stating that the word "breviary" occurred 
in the work of an author of the eleventh century, and was used to denote a 
compendium or systematic arrangement of the 
devotional offices of the Church ••• con-
tained till that time in several indepen-
dent volumes according to the nature of 
each •••• Such, for instance; were the 
Psalteria, Homilaria. Hyania. and the like, 
to be used in the services in due course.35 
32 John Henry Newman, Tract Seventy-Five, "On the Roman Breviary as Embody-
ing the Substance of the Devotional Services of the Church Catholio," 
Tracts for the Times, edited by members of the University of Oxford 
(London: G.~J. Rivington, 1840), Vol. III, p. 2. 
33 Loc. cit. 
34 Loe. cit. 
35 LaC. 'CIt. 
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According to Newman it was under the auspices of Gregory VII that these 
devotional .offices were "harmonized together," constituting four volumes in 
the so-called form of a Breviary. After a detailed explanation of the con-
stltution, order and use, of the Breviary Services as derived from Apostolio 
practice Newman goes on to explain the reason for changes in the Breviary 
from the time of Gregory VII. He considers the fact that the Church may, in 
the use of her discretion, limit as well as seleot those portions of the in-
spired volume to be introduced into her devotions, 
but there were serious reaSons why she should 
not defraud her children of "their portion of 
meat in due season;" and it would seem as if 
the eleventh or at least the twelfth oentury, 
a time fertile in other false steps in religion, 
must be charged also, as far as concerns Rome 
and its more intimate dependencies, with a par-
tial removal of the written Word from the Sanc-
tuary.36 
Omission of the reading of Scripture was the charge Newman brought against 
those editors of the Breviary after Gregory VII. 
Because he sees no symptoms of a neglect of Scripture in Gregory's 
Breviary, Newman is most partial to that one. He considers the course of the 
Scripture Lessons in this Breviary "the same as it had been before his time; 
as it was preserved in a manuscript of the thirteenth century.n37 
After considering Pope Gregory VII as having confirmed "this laudable 
usage" the Breviary, as from th~ first ages, Newman goes on to say that it 
was Pope Gregory's own successors in the Roman Churoh who were the first to 
36 Tract Seventy-Five, p. 7. 
37 ~., p. 8. 
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depart from it. Here he takes up an edition by Haymo,38 "chief of the Fran-
cisoan order," who was sanctioned by Gregory X in the middle of the thirteenth 
oentury to revise the Breviary.39 Newman had two objections to Haymo's edi-
tion whiohwas introduced into the Roman Church by Nicholas III, in 1278. 
Those objeotions were: 
Graver and' sounder matter being excluded, 
apocryphal legends of Saints were used to 
stimulate and oocupy the popular mind; and 
a way was made for the use of those Invo-
oations to the Virgin and other Saints, 
which heretofore were unknown in public 
worship.40 
There is much room for comment on many of Newman's conclusions at this 
time. His "grave and sounder matter" refers no doubt to the omission of 
soripture readings. Newman referred to this omission as a dootrinal corrup-
tion in the Roman Breviaries. Newman's reference to the Invocation to the 
Saints as being "heretofore unknown in public worship· is a point correotly 
ole.rified by Gibbons. 
I might easily show, by voluminous quo-
tations from ecolesiastical writers of the 
first ages of the Churoh, how oonformable 
to the teaohing of antiquity is the Catholio 
praotioe of invoking the interoession of the 
saints •••• But of all the saored writers, there 
is none that reposes greater oonfidenoe in the 
prayers of his brethren than St. Paul •••• To 
invoke the prayers of the saints,' far from 
being useless, is most profitable. By in-
voking their interoessiont instead of one we have many praying for us. 1 
38 MoSorley, Ope cit., p. 242. 
39 Tract Seventy-Five, p. 9. 
40 Loo. oit. 
41 Rt:" Rev. James Gibbons, The Faith. of ~ Fa~ (Baltimore: John Murphy 
and Co., 1877), p. 176. 
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The writing of these Traots took plaoe at the height of Newman's oareer 
in the Anglican Church. Newman was bitter towards Raymo's edition of the 
Breviary beoause it sanotioned direct invocation to the Saints, a practice 
not approved by the English Church. 42 
Newman went to the Middle Ages for the extraction of those beliefs and 
usages, as the Breviary, which he attempted to establish in the Anglican 
Churoh. To justify his plan and his oourse, whioh were not consistent with 
the teaching of the Roman Catholio Church, Newman very often misinterpreted 
important procedures in that Churoh. This fact is observed when Newman con-
siders the additions made by the Roman Churoh to the Breviary as "corrup-
tions." At this time he had not yet reoognized the authority oonsigned to 
the Churoh of Rome to add to the Breviary, a practice which was employed even 
in the time of Pope Pius X. 43 
Despite the irrelevanoies in his treatise, Newman's medievalism is per-
caived when he establishes the basis of the English Breviary on that of Greg-
ory VIIts. 
In Traot Seventy-Nine, Newman, with the aid of Bellarmine's works under-
takes a study of the doctrine of Baptism. To know the substanoe of Bellar-
minets works will make olear why they appealed to Newman. He was a polemioal 
theologian, and 
---------------
42 
43 
Correspondence of John Henel Newman with John Keble and Others, edited 
by the Birmingham Oratory ew York: "Lo'iigmans, Green&""Uo., 1911), p. 9n. 
Rev. Charles J. Mullaly, S. J. Could You Explain Catholio Practioes? 
(New York: ~post1eship of Prayer, 1937); p. 102. 
published the earliest systematio refuta-
tion of ourrent heresies in De Controversiis, 
a work of immense learning whioh profoundly 
influenced his own and suooeeding generations 
•••• The positive basis of his work is con-
tained in three smaller books, more striotly 
historioal, Chronologia Brevis, De Soriptor-
ibus and Compendium de Haeresi, Whioh show 
that he had mastered-rhe best learning and the 
best methods of the day. He possessed a com-
plete knowledge of the Fathers and Was ac-
quainted with valuable medieval sources.44 
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Newman's position in this Tract shows that he was familiar with the doc-
trine of Purgatory in the Church of the Middle Ages although he was not in 
agreement with it. Newman takes the history and the rise of this doctrine 
through the twelfth century, and from the view of St. Gregory I, he ooncludes 
that he 
considered the pains of Purgatory to be 
diverse and various in their modes and 
oircumstances, in this earth as well as 
under the earth, and consisting in other 
torments as well as those of fire, being 
but the pangs and shudderings of intell-
ectual natures, When their Judge was ap-
proaohing, and disclosing themselves in 
a supernatural agony parallel to that 
trembling of the earth or the failing of 
the sun, which will precede the dissolu-
tion of the physical world. 45 
Since Gregory I w~s a doctor of the Church in the sixth century it is 
obvious that Newman had a familiarity with the doctrine as such, although his 
interpretation of it may have been amiss at times. He regrets that people 
acoepted it so easily and goes on to say; 
44 MoSorley, Ope ~., p. 605. 
45 Tract Seventy-Nine, Vol. IV, p. 47. 
Yet not even after Pope Gregory's times, 
was the doctrine unhesitatingly received. 
Ussher (Answer Ch. VI.) quotes the words of 
the Council of Aix la Chapelle in Charlemagne's 
time, near 250 years after Gregory, to the ef-
fect that there are "three ways in which sins 
are punished; two in this life, and the third 
in the life to oome; that of the former one 
is the punishment with whioh the sinner, God 
inspiring, by penitence, takes vengeanoe on 
himself, the other the punishment which 
Almighty God infliots; and that the third is 
that of everlasting fire •••• " Even in the days 
of Otto Frisingensis, A. D. 1146, the doctrine 
of Purgatory was oonsidered but a private 
opinion, not an article of faith universally 
received; for he writes, "Some affirm there is 
in the unseen state a place of Purgatory, in 
whioh those who are to be saved are either 
troubled with darkness only, or are refined 
by the fire of expiation."46 
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In this argument Newman reoognizes the Council of Florenoe in 1445, as having 
deolared the dootrine of Purgatory an artiole of faith, and gives a detailed 
desoription of the Latin teaohing on this dootrine as being finally aooepted 
by the Greeks. Here Newman asoertains that this doctrine did not exist as 
an artiole of faith until the Council of Florenoe. However, Rumble olaims 
that the Counoil of Florenoe "merely recalled previous definitions" on this 
d . 47 octr~ne. 
It is not the purpose of this study to refute the arguments of Newman 
on various doctrines, rather does it purport to show that Newman knew the 
medieval mind of the Churoh on this dootrine despite his hesitanoy in acoept-
ing it. In his Essay ~ Development, we observe that he has fully accepted 
46 Ibid., p. 49. 
47 Rev. Dr. Leslie Rumble and Rev. Charles M. Carty, Radio Replies 
(Minnesota: Webb Publishing Co., 1940), Vol. I, p. 196. 
this medieval dootrine when he says: 
When then an answer had to be made to 
the question, how is post-baptismal sin to 
be remitted, there was an abundanoe ot pass-
ages in Scripture to make easy to the faith 
of the inquirer the definitive deoision ot 
the Church.4S 
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Because Newman could not comprehend how man who wishes to aooept the 
doctrine of the Apostles could do so in the tace of the many creeds and com-
munions lett to his choice in the fourth century was one reason why Newman 
began his work on the Development of Christian Dootrine. 
Newman takes the position ot the Church ot Rome in relation to the here-
sies whioh sprung trom the tirst through the sixth centuries and shows that 
the Churoh ot Rome stood against the onslaught ot these heresies. To keep 
within our defined soope of the Middle Ages, as earlier stated, the present 
study shall consider Newman's findings only in the Church of the fourth, 
fifth and sixth centuries. 
In this essay, Newman contrasts the Churoh in the tourth century with 
the rival religious bodies whioh enoompassed it at that time. To refute the 
profane titles conferred upon the Churoh by heretics and to show that the 
Church had "one title of a very different nature which all men agreed to give 
her, the prophetioal title of 'Catholic'," Newman states St. Augustine's 
argument With the Manichees.49 
48 Essay ~ Development, p. 393. 
49 Essay £! Development, p. 255. 
In the Catholic Church ••• I am held by 
the consent of people and nationsl by that 
authority which began in miracles, was nour-
ished in hope, was increased by charity, and 
made steadfast by age; by that suocession of 
priests from the ohair of the Apostle Peter; 
••• lastly, by the very title of Catholic, 
which, not without oause, hath this Church 
alone, amid so many heresies, obtained in 
such sort, that, whereas all heretics wish 
to be called Catholios, nevertheless to any 
stranger, who asked where to find the 
ftCatholic ft Church, none of them would dare 
to point to his own basilioa or home. 50 
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The positiveness of ,St. Augustine in claiming the title nCatholic· for 
the Church of Rome in the fourth century, is reiterated by Gibbons in the 
nineteenth when he says: ftThat the Roman Catholic Church alone deserves the 
name of Catholic is so evident that it is ridiculous to deny it._5l 
That the Church of Rome is not only one but exclusive, is another 
point of argument which Newman brings into the discussion through the senti-
ments of St. Chrysostom in the Middle Ages. 
Though we have achieved ten thousand 
glorious acts, yet shall we, if we cut 
to pieces the fulness of the Church, 
suffer punishment no less sore than they 
who mangled. his body.52 
No matter what glorious act a sect might perform, because they separated from 
the true Church they are consequently excluded and shall suffer for their 
act. 
50 Ibid., p. 257. 
51 ~ons, OPe cit., p. 51. 
52 ESSRl ~ neve~ment, p. 269. 
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Newman bece.m.e more convinced of the authority of the Churoh of' Rome when 
it recognized no ecolesiastical relation between the Sectarian Bishops and 
Priests and their people. He saw this when St. Augustine in the fourth oen-
tury. in his pious effort to exhort the people to consider the right Churoh, 
oalled on them individually and said: 
•••• 1 oall on you for Christ's sake to 
urge gently and kindly all your people 
in the district of Sinis and Hippo into 
the communion of the Catholic Church 
•••• Whoso, is separated from the Catholic 
Church, however laudably he thinks he is 
living, by this crime alone, that he is 
separated from Christ's Unity, he shall 
not have life, but the wrath of God 
abidith on him •••• Let him believe of the 
Catholic Church, that is, the Church dif-
fused over the whole world, rather what 
the Scriptures say of it than what hu-
man tongues utter in calumny.53 
The characteristios of the Churoh of Rome which Newman was made aware 
of through his study of St. augustine and St. Chrysostomwere its "oneness" 
and its "oatholicity." Therefore, the expression of Newman's medievalism is 
here again a deep expression. He embodies that which he saw and admired in 
the medieval Church when he draws up his conolusion of the Church in the 
fourth century: 
---------_ .. _----
53 ~., p. 211. 
On the whole, then, we have reason to 
say, if there be a .form of Christianity 
at this day distinguished for its care.f'ul 
organization, e~d its oonsequent power; 
if it is spread over the world; ••• if it, and 
it alone, is oalled "Catholio" by the world, 
nay, by those very bodies, •••• if it names 
rr-------------
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them heretics, and warns them of cOming woe, 
and oalls on them one by one, to come over 
to itself, overlooking every other tie; •••• 
if, however much they differ one with another, 
they consider it their common enemy; if they 
strive to unite together against it, and 
cannot; ••• if they subdivide, and it remains 
one; if they fall one after another, and 
make way for new sects, and it remains the 
same; suoh a communion is not unlike his-
torical Christianit{ as it comes before us 
at the Wicene Era.5 
Further evidence of Newman's medievalism is gained when he pictures the 
Church of the fifth and sixth centuries. He recognized in this period that 
Arianism had progressed to a point where Catholic Bishops had been reduced to 
less than one third of their original numbers., The rule of heretical power 
was at this time very oppressive' and great spoliations took place upon the 
property of the Church. Leovigild, an Arian king at this time, who is re-
ported to have put to death his Catholic son, St. Hermengild,55 is also re-
ported by Newman to have used the treasures of the Catholic Church partly to 
increase the splendour of his. throne and partly for national works. 
That the invasions of these heretical sects really set the Church of 
Rome to task is realized by. Newman, but despite the arrival of these forces 
Newtnan saw that no inroad could be made on the "Catholicity" of the Church of 
Rome. 
A familiarity with the works of St. Gregory of Tours and St. Gregory 
the Great, enables Newman to discuss the association of "Catholicism" with 
the See of Rome denoted by the additional title of "Roman." Proofs which 
---------------
54 Ibid., p. 273. 
55 ilCSOrley,~. ~., p. 144. 
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NeWman gives us here for this addition indicate that he'was continually being 
. " . 56 
attracted totheChurc~ of the M1ddle Ages. 
Newman recognized the spread of the Nestorian57 heresy in the Empire at 
this time. Through the Council of Constantinople in 448, Newman learned that 
the teachings of Eutyches had been condemned. Newman also observed that in 
451 the Council of Chalcedon defined the faith of the Church in the divinity 
58 
of Our Lord. 
What impressed Newman more than anything else in his work in this period 
was the strength and authority of the Church of Rome as he had observed it 
in the preceding period. Accordingly, his medievalism is recognized. when, 
in portraying the Christian! ty of the fifth and sixth centuries, he says: 
---_ ... --_.-... _--
If then there is now a form of Chris-
tianity such, that it extends throughout 
the world, though with varying measures 
of prominence or prosperity in separate 
places; ••• that it has lost whole Churches 
by schism. and is now opposed by power-
ful communions driven from some countries; 
••• that heresies are rife and bishops 
negligent within its own poles, and that 
amid its disorders and its fears there is 
but one Voice tor whose decisions the peo-
ples wait with trust, one Name and one See 
to which they look with hope, and that name 
Peter, and that see Rome; such a religion 
is not unlike the Christian! ty of the fifth 
and sixth Centuries. 59 
56 :sSay ~ Development, p. 279. 
57 corley, Ope cit., p. 126. 
58 Ebsal on Development, p. 311. 
59 ~.,p. 322. 
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This was the application of Newman's first note of a true development. namely. 
preservation of type. His second note of a true development is its oontin-
uity of principles. 
Newman's medievalism is apparent when he traces the principle of Faith 
in St. Augustine. who. after wresting himself from the Manichean heresy which 
laid aside Authority for Reason. oonoludes that: 
True religion oannot in any manner 
be rightly embraoed. without a beliet in 
those things which eaoh individual after-
wards attains and perceives. if he behave 
himselt well and shall deserve it. nor al-
together without some weighty and imper-
ative Authority.60 
Newman traces this same principle in St. Thomas Aquinas. who. in seeing the 
error so many philosophers of the day tell into. concludes that: 
To the end then that men may have a 
certain and undoubted cognizance of God. it 
was necessary things divine should be taught 
them byway of Faith, as beipg revealed ot 
God Himselt who cannot lie.6l 
"Logical Sequenoe" is another note of a true development whioh Newman 
oonsiders. By this is meant. one doctrine leading to another. so that if the 
62 former is admitted the latter can hardly be denied. To develop one in-
stance of a logical sequence. Newman traces the development of the Monastic 
Rule tram St. Antony's work in the district of Nitria through St. Pachomius 
and St. Basil, to St. Benedict. who revised the provisions of those others. 
--~---------~--
60 Ibid •• p. 331. 
61 ~ •• p. 322. 
62 Ibid •• p. 383. 
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out of St. Benedict's work developed the Benediotine Order whioh divided into 
separate monastio bodies. In eaoh suooessive phase of Monaohism Newman ob-
served a unity and an originality. In this regard he credits St. Benediot 
with having preserved a prinoiple of oivilization and a refuge for learning 
"at a time when the old framework of sooiety was falling and new political 
oreations were taking place.·B3 
A last note of a true development whioh Newman applies is that of 
"Chronio Vigour." Newman oonsiders this note established in the Church of 
Rome by the very fact that it has endured in every age despite the severe 
trials forced upon it, suoh as those during the spread of the Nestorian, 
Eutyohian and Monothelite heresies. 
To understand Newman's conclusion to the Essal ~~ Development of 
Christian Dootrine, is to knaw that now at the end of his Anglican days, the 
misoonceived ideas he"had formerly held of the Church of Rome have fallen 
into the dead past. Newman oonoludes now that in the Catholio Churoh, 
63 Ibid., p. 398. 
Dootrine is where it was, and usage, 
and preoedenoe, and principle, and policy; 
there may be ohanges, but they are oonsol-
idations or adaptations; all is unequivo-
cal and determinate, with an identity 
which there is no disputing. Indeed it 
is one of the most popular charges against 
the Catholio Churoh at this time, that she 
is -inoorrigible;" ohange she oannot, if 
we listen to St. Athanasius or St. Leo; 
ohange she never will, if we believe the 
oontroversialist or alarmist of the pre-
sent day.54 
64 ESS:ay ~Development, p. 344. 
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In contrast to Newman, it is the outward characteristics of medievalism 
that Soott exhibits so profusely in his novels: 
••• there large showy aspects: battles, pro-
cessions, hunts, feasts in hall, tourneys, 
seiges, and the like. The motley medieval 
world swarms in his pages, from the king on 
his throne down to the jester with his cap 
and bells. 65 
In presenting the various personages of the Middle Ages Scott begins by 
desoribing the outward dress. In so doing he pictures for us not only the 
typical costuming of those ages but also the social position indioated by 
each. In the opening scene of Ivanhoe, Soott describes the dress of the 
Knight. 
---------------
This upper robe conoealed what at 
tirst view seemed rather inconsistent 
with its form, a shirt, •• • ot linked mail, 
with sleeves and gloves, ouriously plaited 
and interwoven, •••• The torepart ot his 
thighs, ••• were also covered with linked 
mail; the knees and feet were defended by 
splints, or thin plates of steel, ingeni-
ously jointed upon each other; and mail 
hose, reaching from the ankle to the knee, 
••• completed the riders defensive armour. 
In his girdle he wore a long and double-
edged dagger, which was the only otten-
sive weapon about his person.66 
He rode not a mUle, like his compan-
ions, but a strong hackney tor the road, 
to save his gallant war-horse, which a 
squire led behind, fUlly accoutred tor 
battle, with a chamtron or plaited head-
piece upon his head, having a short spike 
65 Beers,~. oit., p. 39. 
66 Sir Walter Scott, Ivanhoe (New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1937), p. 42. 
projeoting from the front. On one side of 
the saddle hung a short battle-axe, riohly 
inlaid with Damasoene carTing; on the other 
the rider's p}.\UlLed headpieoe and hood of 
mail, with a long two';;handled sword, used 
by the ohivalry of the period. A seoond 
squire held aloft his master's lanoe •••• 
Re also carried his small triangular 
shield, broad enough at the top to proteot 
the breast and from thence diminishing.67 
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Historioally, Ivanhoe oenters its action during the reign of Richard I near 
the end of the twelfth century. Scott's description here of a knight, a 
68 
great figure in medieval history, coincides with Thompson's. HOwever, the 
shield which Ivanhoe's squire carries is not actually in full panoply till 
the fourteenth century, nor are many of the weapons hanging from his Side, 
69 
suoh as, the lance, the sword, and the dagger. 
In this deSCription ot the knight's dress there are also references to 
the duties of the "Squire.- This stage of knighthood was oonferred after a 
youth had served his time as a ·Page,- and through his experience in the use 
70 
of arms was qualified for the actual dangers of war. 
Since the elaborate detail of the costuming of the Middle Ages as seen 
in Sco tt' s novels would comprise a study in itself, it must suffice here to 
mention only a few of his more outstanding descriptions. That the dress of 
various members of society in medieval times announced immediately their pos-
ition is observed in the following description of a swine-herd. 
67 Lac. oit. 
68 James~stfall Thompson and Edgar Nathaniel Johnson, An Introduotion to 
Medieval Europe (New York: W. W. Norton &: Co., Ino., I'937), p. 316. 
69 Loc. oit. 
70 EsSay on Chivalry, p. 65. 
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To make the jacket fit more close to 
his body ••• gathered by a leathern belt, 
••• to one side of which was attached a 
sort of scrip and to the other a ram's 
horn, accoutred with a mouthpiece for 
the purpose of blowing •••• One part of 
his dress only remains, it was a brass 
ring, resembling a dog's collar ••• 
soldered fast around his neck ••• en-
graved: Gurth, the son of Beowulf, is 11 
the born thrall of Cedric of Rotherwood. 
The jester also occupied a position in the household of the noble. 
He had thin silver bracelets upon 
his arms, and on his neck a collar of 
the same metal, bearing the inscription, 
Wamba, the son of Witless, is the thrall 
of Cedric of Rotherwoodt ••• He was pro-
vided also with a cap, having around it 
more than one bell ••• which jingled as he 
turned his head.12 
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The brilliant costume of "fair-ladies in the Middle Ages," is given 
attention by many medieval writers, but seems to reach an epitome in Scott's 
description of Rebecca as she approaches her seat in the gallery to observe 
a tournament. 
---------------
Her form was exquisitely symmetrical 
and was shewn to advantage by a sort of 
Eastern dress •••• Her turban of yellow 
silk •••• Her sable tresses ••• fell dawn 
upon a simarre of the richest Persian 
silk, exhibiting flowers in their natural 
colours embossed upon a purple ground ••• 
The feather of an ostrich, fastened in 
her turban by an agriffe set with bril-
liants, was another distinction of the 
beautiful Jewess.13 
71 Ivanhoe, p. 32. 
72 Ibid., p. 33. 
73 Ibid., p. 98. 
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The main architectural expression of feudal society.as the castle, 
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_hich like feudalism itself, arose from the need for protection. In 
scott's expression of feudal society in Ivanhoe~ the castle predominates in 
~any scenes. His description of the castle of Cedric, father of Ivanhoe, is 
a typical one. 
Rotherwood was not without defenees •••• 
A deep fosse, or ditch, was drawn round the 
whole building and filled with water from a 
neighboring stream. A double stockade ••• 
composed of printed beams, which the adja-
cent forest supplied, defended the outer and 
inner bank of the trench. There was 8.ll en-
trance from the west through the outer stock-
ade, which communicated by a drawbridge, with 
a similar opening in the interior defences. 
Some precautions had been taken to place these 
entrances under the protection of projecting 
angles, by which they might be flanked in case 
of need by archers or slingers. 75 
From Munro's description of medieval castles it is apparent that Cedric's 
"Rotherwood" was modelled atter that of the ninth century, since it was made 
of wood, 8.lld Front-de-Boeuf's "Torquilstone" after that of the twelfth cen-
tury, since it was not till then that stone was employed in the construction 
of castles. 76 The resiliency of castles made simultaneous progress with the 
implements of warfare until the late fourteenth century. 
In the Middle Ages the life of the noble centered about the castle and 
he considered warfare almost the finest of sports. It is not surprising 
therefore, that Front-de-Boeuft s imprisonment of Ivanhoe, Rebecca, Rowena 
---------------
74 Thompson, Ope cit., p. 310. 
75 Ivanhoe, p:-51:--
76 Munro,~. ~., p. 312. 
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and Isaac of York. should have warranted the besieging of "Torquilstone.M17 
The portrayal of this besieging gives us a vivid picture of feudal warfare. 
The desperate efforts of the assail-
ants were met by an equally vigorous de-
fence. The archers ••• trained to ••• effec-
tive use of the long-baw, shot •••• "wholly 
togetherft •••• This heavy discharge ••• 
thick and sharp as hail ••• flew by soores 
together against each embrasure and open-
ing in the parapets •••• Front-de-Boeuf, and 
his allies, ••• shewed an obstinacy in de-
fenoe proportioned to the fury of the 
attack, and replied with the discharge of 
their large oross-bows •••• longbaws. slings 
and other missile weapons, to the close and 
continual shower of arrows; •••• The whizzing 
of shafts and of missiles. on both sides, 
was only interrupted by the shouts which 
arose when either side inflicted or sus-
tained some notable 108s.18 
Thompson19 oonsiders the oross-bow as the most effeotive weapon of the 
infantry at the height of the feudal period. It oould be used for distant 
and protraoted o~paigns and was used in the armies of the twelfth oentury. 
The bow was construoted of steel and its missile was a sharpened iron bolt. 
This crossbow was so firmly oonstruoted that in order to bend it a contri-
vanoe called the "moulinet" had to be employed. In 1139 the Pope banned its 
use except against the infidel. 
In times of peace to satisfy the fiery spirit of ohivalry, when there 
was no feudal warfare to engage in, the knight attended tourneys proolaimed 
11 Wallbank, Ope oit., p. 316. 
18 Ivanhoe, p:--3lr;-
79 Tliompson,~. oit., p. 311. 
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by different princes. In the Middle Ages tournaments were uniformly per-
formed and "frequented by the choicest and noblest youth in Europe6 until the 
fatal accident of Henry 116 after which they gradually fell into disuse."80 
The knight enlisted in a tournament for many reasons, to display his ability 
in the use of arms 6 to support the oppressed and put down injustice, to win 
the admiration of his fellow-men and his lady-love. 
The spirit of ohivalry is observed when Ivanhoe speaks to Rebecca during 
their imprisonment in the castle. 
Rebecca, ••• thou knowest not how im-
possible it is for one trained to actions of 
chivalry, to remain passive as a priest, or 
a woman, when they are acting deeds of hon-
our around him. The love of battle is the 
food upon which we live, the dust of the 
m;lee is the breath of our nostrilst We 
live not6 we wish not to live longer than 
while we are victorious and renowned. Such, 
maiden, are the laws of chivalry to whioh 
we are sworn, and to which we offer all that 
we hold dear.81 
This chivalrio code of conduct was an outgrowth of feudalism. The de-
mands of this code were such as; 
fidelity to one's lord and one's vows, cham-
pionship of the Church against her enemies, 
proteotion otwomen, ••• reverence toward 
womanhood, and service to God by war§~ng 
against the infidel and the heretic. 
80 ~ssal ~Chivalry6 p. 52. 
81 vanhoe, p. 316. 
82 Wallbank,~. cit., p. 312. 
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[t was this chivalric spirit and chivalrous display of horsemanship that 
Soott portrays in Ivanhoe when he desoribes that great medieval amusement, 
the tournament. 
The masterly horsemanship of the Disin-
herited Knight, and the activity of the no-
ble animal, whioh he mounted, enabled him 
for a few minutes to keep at sword's point 
his three antagonists, turning and wheeling 
with the agility ot a hawk upon the wing, 
keeping his enemies as far separate as he 
could, and rushing now against the other, 
dealing sweeping blows with his sword, 
without waiting to receive those which were 
aimed at him in return. • • • • • • • • • 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Thus ended the memorable field of Ashby-de-
la-Zouche, one of the most gallantly oontested 
tournaments of that age; for although only 
four knights, inoluding one who was smothered 
by the heat of his armour, had died upon the 
field, ••• Several more were disabled for life; 
and those who escaped best oarried the marks 
of the oonfliot to the grave with them. Henoe 
it is always mentioned in the old reoords, as 8 
the Gentle and Joyous Passage of Arms of Ashby. 3 
Sumptuous feasts-in-hall were another custom of the Middle Ages indulged 
in very frequently. Soott desoribes in detail the feast held after the 
tournament at Ashby, at which the viotorious knight and the lady whom he had 
the honor of crowning Queen are guests. He also points out that these feasts 
were held in the hall of the Prince to whose rank the victor belonged and 
were used as a means of courting popularity, thus displaying feudal hospital-
ity.84 
83 Ivanhoe, p. 152. 
84 ~., p. 164. 
r 
The guests were seated at a table which 
groaned under the quantity of good cheer. The 
numerous cooks who attended on the Prince's 
progress, having exerted all their art in 
varying the for.ms in which the ordinary pro-
visions were served up •••• Besides these 
dishes of domestio origin, there were var-
ious delicacies brought from foreign parts, 
and a quantity of rich pastry, •••• The ban-
quet was crowned with the richest wines 
both foreign and domestic.85 
84 
Before taking leave of Ivanhoe and the various elements of medievalism found 
there, it might be well to note the extent to which women were revered in 
the Middle Ages. Cedrio's reason for banishing Ivanhoe brings this out. 
It is said Re banished his only son from 
his family for lifting his eyes in the way 
of affection towards this beauty, who may be 
worshipped, it seems at a distance, but is not 
to be approaohed with other thoughts than such 8 
as we bring to the shrine of the Blessed Virgin. 6 
Many examples of medieval tactics are portrayed in Scott's Count Robert 
of Paris, a novel concerned with Constantinople and the First Crusade. 
Alexius, Greek Emperor of Constantinople, threatened by barbarians from the 
east and by Franks from the west was unable to rely on his Greek subjects to 
repel these inoursions. Consequently, he was obliged to maintain a bodyguard 
of Varangian mercenaries from other nations. That this was a oustom of the 
Middle Ages espeCially during the period of the Crusades can be observed from 
what Scott says here: 
-----~---------
85 Ibid., p. 171. 
86 Ihid., p. 49. 
To supply the defioiency of valour among 
his own subjects, and to procure soldiers who 
should be personally dependent on the emperor, 
the Greek sovereigns had been, fOr a great 
many years, in the custom of maintaining in 
their pay, as near their person as they could, 
the steady services of a select number of 
mercenaries in the capacity of body-guards.87 
Scott also described the military costume of these meroenaries • 
••• fheir dress and accoutrements, while with-
in the city, partook of the rich, or rather 
gaudy, oostume ••• bearing only a sort of af-
fected resemblance to that which the Varan-
gians wore in their native forests.88 
85 
The use of bribery as a method employed in the Middle Ages when an 
emperor wished to win peoples over to him is observed in the character of 
Alexius, in Scott's Count Robert of Paris. One of the armies of the Crusades 
having set sail for Italy, was driven to the coast of Greece by a fierce tem-
pest and thereby forced to surrender to the lieutenants of Alexius. Alexius 
is here observed in his act of bribery, by treating them kindly and loading 
them with presents. Grateful for such attention the army agreed to a peaoe 
between themselves and the emperors of Greece. 
The oath of fealty was a medieval custom by which vassal and lord were 
bound together. 89 This was usually preceded by the ceremony of homage. In 
Count Robert of Paris, Scott desoribes the oeremony of homage and fealty. 
---------------
Several bands of French had,passed in 
a sort of procession to the throne of the 
Emperor, and rendered, with some appear-
87 Sir Walter Scott, Count Robert of Paris (New York: Harper & Brothers, 
1937), p. 122. 
88 Loc. oit. 
89 Thompson, op.~., p. 301. 
ance of gravity, the usual homage. On 
this occasion they bent their knees to 
Alexius, placed their hands within his, 
and in that posture paid the ceremonies 
of feudal fealty.90 
86 
Scott was attracted by numerous military tactios of the Middle Ages. 
The great chivalrous custom of defying all and sundry to mortal combat9l is 
observed when Count Robert of Paris insolently occupies the throne of Com-
nenus, while Comnenus was moving forward to receive the homage of Count 
Bohemond. 
In the Middle Ages the knight became the devoted sern tor of women and 
in medieval tales the women often substituted for the knights in tourna-
92 
ments. This position is assumed by Brenhilda in Count Robert ~Paris. 
Brenhilda, Countess of Paris, was one of 
those stalwart dames who willingly hazarded 
themselves in the front of battle, which 
during the first crusade, was as common as it 93 
was possible for a very unnatural custom to be. 
In Count Robert of Paris, Soott brings to our attention the chivalrous 
charaoter of the knight, as the knight himself is made aware of it. Count 
Robert of Paris after being released from the dungeon by Hereward and in the 
meantime deposited under look and key in the sleeping ohamber of his squire 
recollects: 
I have slain a tiger in single oombat. 
I have killed one warder, and conquered the 
desperate and gigantic oreature by whom he 
was supported. I have had terms enough at 
90 Count Robert of PariS, p. 121. 
91 ~say ~ ChiviI'ry, p. 56. 
92 ompson, op. oit., p. 322. 
93 Count Robert i[P"aris, p. 129. 
oommand to bring over this Varangian to my 
side •••• yet all this does not encourage me 
to hope that I could long keep at bay ten 
or a dozen suoh men as these beef-fed 
knaves •••• yet. for shame, Robertt suoh 
thoughts are unworthy a desoendant of 
Charlemagne. When wert thou wont so ouri-
ously to oount thine enemies, and when wert 
thou wont to be suspioious, sinoe he whose 
bosom may truly boast itself inoapable of 
fraud ought in honesty to be the last to ex-
peot it in another194 
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In The Talisman, Soott takes the medieval setting of the Third Crusade 
under the leadership of Richard I of England, against Saladin, the Egyptian 
ruler who had oaptured Jerusal~, and presents a vivid feudalistio pioture 
sprinkled with several ohivalrio notes. 
Reverenoe toward God and womanhood was a note of the ohivalrio oode of 
oonduot whioh developed as a result of feudalism. The Crusader, Kenneth of 
the Couchant Leopard, in a discussion with the Saraoen who is intolerant of 
the Christian marriage law says: 
94 ~., p. 234. 
Now, by His name that I most reverence 
in Heaven, ••• and by hers whom I most worship 
on earth, thou art a blinded and a bewildered 
infidel \ • • . • • • . . • • . • . • . • • • 
•••••••••••• •• * ••••••••• 
Saraoen, thou speakest like one who never saw 
a woman worthy the affeotions of a soldier •••• 
Couldst thou look upon those of Europe, to 
Whom, after Heaven, we of the order of knight-
hood vow fealty and devotion, thou wouldst 
loathe for ever the poor sensual slaves who 
form they haram. The beauty of our fair ones 
gives point to our spheres, and edge to our 
swords; their words are our laws; and as 
soon will a lamp shed lustre when enkindled, 
as a knight distinguish himself by feats of 
arms, having no mistress of his affection.95 
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Here we see, not only reverence to God and to womanhood, but also that chiv-
alric idea of a knight displaying his skill at anns for edification of his 
96 lady-love. 
The principle of love in the Middle Ages was by the rules of chivalry 
said to be enjoined and associated with the romantic feelings of devotion, 
thus tending more to enhance than to counteract each other. However true 
this may be, Scott's medievalism is observed when he enhanoes the idea it-
self. He does this by presenting a church procession, in which Kenneth who 
is in attendance at the service and one of the novices in the procession 
recognize each other through the medium of flower petals which the novice 
has dropped at his feet during the course of the procession. After the pro-
cession, Kenneth is seen groping 
on the floor for the buds which she 
has dropped, to press them to his lips, 
to his bosom ••• to rivet his lips on the 
cold stone on which ••• she so lately 
stepped. To play all the extravagances 
which strong affection suggests ••• were 
but tokens of passionate love, common 
to all ages. But it was peculiar to 
the times of chivalry that in his 
wildest rapture the knight imagined no 
attempt to follow or to trace the object 
of such romantic attachment+ that he 
thought of her as a deity.9 
95 Sir Walter Scott, The Talisman (Grosset & Dunlap, 1929), p. 38. 
96 Wallbank, Ope cit.:-P. 312. 
97 ~ Tali~an, P:-74. 
b 
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Scott's attraction for feudal life and feudal institutions is also ob-
served in The Talisman, when he describes the relationship between lord and 
vassal, between King Riohard I and Thomas de VaUlt. 
Thomas de VaUlt! stout Tam of Gills! 
by the hand of King Henry, thou art wel-
come to me as ever was flask ot wine to 
a jolly toperl I should scarce have 
known how to order 'f'lIY battle array un-
less I had thy bulky form in mine eye 
as a landmark to form my ranks upon. 98 
From this can be noted a certain respect ot lord for vassal, and also a men-
tion of one of the vassal's most important duites to his lord, that at order-
iug his "battle array.-
A personal element at teudalism in whioh the vassal held for his lord 
the highest esteem, is also expressed in The Talisman. 
-
It is true that, in his opinion 
there existed no charaoter so perfeot 
as that ot his master; tor Richard 
being the tlower of chivalry, and the 
chiet ot Ohristian leaders, and obey-
ing in all points the commands at Holy 
Ohurch, De Vaux'., ideas at pertection 
went no tarther.99 
Several of the vassal's duties to the lord can be traoed throughout The Tal-
isman, as partioularly, the duty at ministering to the lord's health and the 
selecting of a personage well qualified in arms to battle tor the King when 
such occasion arose. 
The execution at feudal justice by ordeal at combat,lOO in which the 
.. ---.. ----------
98 Ibid., p. 307. 
99 ~., p. 120. 
100 T.A. Ricbrd, An Outline ot ~ History ~ England {New York: Barnes &: 
Noble, Inc. 193f}, p. 13. 
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aocused individual must prove his innocence by being the viotor, is another 
element of feudalismwhioh Scott acquaints us with in The Talisman. This 
ordeal was the mode of justice decided upon at a council held to determine 
whether or not Conrade Marquis of Montserrat, on whom Richard cast suspicion, 
were the traitor who tore down the Banner of England from Mount St. George. 
In the words of Philip of France, arbiter at this counoil, we see feudal jus-
tice being administered. 
Since my rank makes me arbiter in 
this most unhappy matter •••• I appoint 
the fifth day from henoe for the de-
oision thereof. byway of oombat, ac-
cording to knightly usage-Rio hard, King 
of England, to appear by his ohampion 
as appelant, and Conrade, Marquis of 
Montserrat! in his own person, as de-
fendant. lO 
FollOWing the combat in which Conrade was defeated, Scott shows various 
usages of ohivalry generally extended to the victorious one in combat. These 
were based on the idea that beauty was to honor ohivalry. Consequently, at 
the King's oommand, his mistresses were instructed to unarm the victorious 
Knight. The Queen had to undo his spurs, and Riohard's oousin, Edith of 
Plantaganet, despite her Mplantaganet" pride, was forced to unlace his helmet. 
Loyalty to one's vow, an outstanding attribute pecur1iar to knight-
hOOd,102 is viewed at great height in The Talisman. This attribute is seen 
in the personage of Kenneth, who figures predominantly throughout the story. 
101 The Talisman, p. 294. 
102 EsSay ~ Chivalry, p. 11. 
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"Kenneth- is actually the Prince of Scotland, who, though Sootland reneged 
their aid to England in the oonquest of Palestine, joined the English forces 
in disguise. He was enticed away from the post assigned to him by Riohard, 
of guarding the English Banner, which was destroyed in his absence. Through 
the intercession of the Queen and the King's mistresses, who were in a 
measure responsible for his having left his post, Richard frees him and uses 
him for his champion in the oombat with Conrade. In the prooess of his being 
unarmed, following his viotory over Conrade, his disguise terminates. Ques-
tioned by Riohard as to why he did not mention his rank when endangered by 
his hasty and passionate sentence, Kenneth replied: 
I did you not that injustice, royal 
Richard, ••• but my pride brooked not that 
I should avow myself Prinoe of Scotland 
in order to save my life, endangered for 
default of loyalty. And moreover, I had 
made my vow to preserve my rank unknown 
till the Crusade should be aocomplished; 
nor did I mention it save in articulo 
mortiS, and under the seal-of confession, 
to yonder reverend hermit.103 
That Scott knew the acme of keen horsemanship, which was an important 
qualification for knighthood in the Middle Ages, can be observed in Kenneth's 
victorious display of arms over Conrade. 
---------------
When the oeremony was finished, the 
Scottish knight ... loaded with a~our as 
he was, sprang to the saddle without the 
use of the stirrup, and made his courser 
oarry him in a suo cession of oaracoles 
to his station •••• l04 
103 The Talisman, p. 347. 
104 Ibid., p. 342. 
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To spring -to the saddle without the use of the stirrup" shows not only the 
good horsemanship of a knight in the Middle Ages, but also the extent to 
.hich Scott knew medieval life and institutions. 
When the medieval noble was not in his lord's service in the field or 
at court, he engaged himself in the chief pastime of the day, namely, hunt-
ing.105 The description of this medieval pastime is given in oonsiderable 
detail in Scott's Castle Dangerous. Sir John de Walton, Governor of Castle 
Douglas, wishing to be indulgent to his young officers, arranges a hunting 
party in whioh the Scottish vassals in that neighborhood were also asked to 
join. 
It is interesting to note how the extreme delight of this sport stirred 
the very blood of the medieval knight. The kind of sport whioh characterized 
this age indicates the spirit ot the men of this age. 
It indeed, one speoies of exercise 
can be pointed out as more universally 
exhilarating and engrossing than others. 
it is certainly that of the chase. The 
poor overlaboured drudge •••• the slave of 
agriculture, ••• oan hardly remain dead to 
the general happiness when the chase 
sweeps past him with hound and horn, and 
for a moment feels all the exultation of 
the proudest cavalier who partakes the 
amusement.106 
And then the chase, where Sir John's skill at oapturing the most difficult 
of all animals, the wild bull, is observed. 
105 Thompson, Ope cit., p. 315. 
106 Castle Dangero~ p. 221. 
I I 
During the oourse of the hunting when 
a stag or a boar was expeoted. one of the 
wild oattle often o~e rushing forward •••• 
dispersing whatever opposition was pre-
sented to it by the hunters. Sir John de 
Walton was the only one of the ohivalry 
of the party who individually suooeeded 
in mastering one of these powerful ani-
mals. Like a Spanish touridor. he bore 
down and killed with his lance a fero-
oious bull; two well-grown calves and 
three kine were also slain.107 
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Although Soott desoribes this sport in detail in Castle Dangerous~ it is a 
sport that oannot be attributed only to the Middle Ages. Thompson says: 
"These oonditions together with the whole feudal attitude towards hunting~ 
persisted down to modern times in countries that passed through feudalism, 
perhaps most notably in England. wlOS 
In Castle Dangerous, Soott reviews the duties of a knight where his mil-
itary honor is ooncerned, through the medium of a letter written by the Earl 
of Pembroke to his nephew~ Sir Aymer de Valence, Deputy Governor of Douglas 
Castle. Because the garrison needed reinforcement, Sir John, Governor of 
I 
Douglas Castle~ ordered Sir Aymer to withdraw the arohers from the hunt. As II 
a result. Sir Aymer beo~e involved in many petty debates with Sir John. 
Thinking that these debates began in a prejudice whioh he thought Sir John 
had taken against him, he wrote his view of the matter to his unole, the Earl 
of Pembroke. In return he reoeived a reply to the following effect: 
.--------------
107 Ibid., p. 223. 
He reminded the young man that the 
study of ohivalry consisted in the faith-
ful and patient discharge of military ser-
vice, whether of high or low order •••• That, 
lOB Thompson, OPe ~., p. 316. 
above all, the past of danger, w~ioh Castle 
Douglas had been termed by oommon consent, 
was also the past of honour; and that a 
young man should be oautious how he incurred 
the supposition of being desirous of quitting 
his present honourable command, because he 
tired of the disoipline of a military direo-
tor so renowned as Sir John de Walton •••• 
Lastly, Pembroke reminded his nephew that he 
was in a great measure, dependent upon the 
report of Sir John de Walton for the oharao-
ter whioh he was to sustain in after life; 
and reminded him that a few aotions of head-
long and inoonsiderate valour would not so 
firmly found his military reputation as months 
or years spent in regular, humble, and steady 
obedienoe to the oommands whioh the governor 
of Douglas Castle might think neoessary in so 
dangerous a oonjecture.l09 
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This passage not only details the diffioult program of the military 
duties of a knight in the Middle Ages, but indireotly, it shows the Earl of 
Pembroke, exeroising one of the noble attributes of a knight, "to guard the 
honor of the knightly order; ••• to keep faith and speak the truth.allO 
Minstrelsy in the Middle Ages is another element whioh attracted Scott 
and so in Castle Daegerous, he presents Bertram in the role of a minstrel. 
Although using the guise ot a minstrel to obtain information tar removed from 
minstrelsy, Bertram in explaining his presence to Sir John, Governor of the 
castle, suoceeds in convincing him that his mission there might very probably 
be that of a minstrel when he says: 
---~----------~ 
I look upon Douglas Castle as in some 
degree a tated plaoe, and I long to see 
what changes time may have made in it dur-
109 Castle Dangerous, p. 232. 
110 Thompson,~. ~ •• p. 324. 
r...-------_____ ----. 
ing the ourrenoy of twenty years. Above 
all. I desire to secure ••• the volume of 
this Thomas of Eroildoun, having in it 
suoh a fund of forgotten minstrelsy. and 
of propheoies respeoting the future fates 
of the British kingdom •••• lll 
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Bertram's presenoe in the oastle is oonsistent with the faot that it was 
oharaoteristio of minstrels "in the Middle Ages to resort to the oastles. 
espeoially when the "lords were away." 
After considering the medieval element in Newman's and in Soott's works. 
it is easy to notioe the diversity in the partioular element whioh attracted 
eaoh of these men to the Middle Ages. 
We saw Newman going to the Middle Ages in his Arians of the ]'ourth Cen-
turl. beoause he saw the strength of the Church of Rome in opposing heresy, 
and thought the Churoh of England oould lay olaim to that same strength. Not 
until he real ized that the AnglicanChuroh stood in the same position as that 
heresy whioh was being opposed in the fourth oentury. did he reali%e that it 
could claim no kinship to the strength of the Churoh of Rome in the fourth 
oentury. 
In his study of the Churoh Fathers. Newman saw the Church of Rome refute 
the Monophysite heresy in the fifth oentury. He now realized that his fo~er 
oontention, in whioh he held the Papal jurisdiotion of the Churoh of Rome as 
a heretioal teaohing. now had no basis. Instead of its being a heretioal 
teaching. he now reoognized it as a true note of the Catholio Churoh. Conse-
quently. he found that the Anglioan olaim to authoritative jurisdiotion was 
nothing more than a paper theory. He realized that the unity and authority 
III Castle Dangerous. p. 204. 
~------------~ 
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of the Churoh of Rome today, was the same unity and authoritywhioh it held 
in the fifth century, and the Anglicans held the same position as the Mon-
ophysites in the fifth century. 
Newman saw in the medieval Church that unity and authority of the 
Church of Rome, which he tried 80 desperately to claim for the Church of 
England. Each time that he thought he was near to establishing such a 
claim, a further observanoe of Christian dootrine showed him his error. 
Newman was impressed with various oharaoteristios of Christian living 
whioh he found exemplified almost to the point of perfection in St. Augus-
tine. He liked the medieval attitude toward poverty, that it should be 
almost a virtue, as it was with St. Augustine and Demetrias. He reverenced 
too, the individual struggles made to preserve one's faith against the 
enoroaohments of heretics as observed in the life of St. Martin. 
Newman respected and admired the strength displayed by Gregory VII and 
other medieval pontiffs in their triumph over the temporal power. Newman 
also admired various practices in the Church of Rome, suoh as olerical oel-
ibacy and exoommunioation, which kept degradation from ooming upon it. 
Newman went to the Middle Ages for the disoovery of those beliefs and 
usages which he attempted to establish in the Anglican Church, suoh as the 
use of the Breviary. He found the Breviary of St. Gregory VII most adapt-
able to the present Church of England. 
Newman also went to the Middle Ages to justify his hesitancy in aocept-
ing the dootrine of Purgatory as an article of faith. He did this by 
attempting to show that the dootrine of Purgatory was not an article of 
faith until the Council of Florence in 1445 declared it as suoh. But as 
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_as noted. Rumble claimed that the Council of Florence "merely recalled 
previous definitions" of this doctrine. and therefore. considered the doo-
trine as having been established long before the Council of Florence. 
After traoing the mental prooess of st. Augustine when wresting himself 
from the Maniehean heresy, Newman beoame convinoed of the "Catholicity" of 
the Churoh of Rome. He also found a logioal sequenoe when traoing the 
study of monastioism from St. Augustine to the rise of the Jesuit order. 
Newman's medievalism goes very deep. when we .see that it was the doo-
trine, unity, and authority of the Catholio Churoh whioh attraoted him in 
that period. To re-establish the vigour whioh the Established Church of 
England formerly had had was Newman's diligent but futile aim. 
In oontrast to Newman. Soott was attraoted by the outward oharaoter-
istios of medievalism, those feudalistio and ohivalrous aspeots of the age. 
The kind of people who typified that age, KiBgs, Queens, lords, knights. 
fair-ladies, jesters and minstrels, their oostuming and the part they played 
in sooiety, were all. aspects of feudalism which attraoted Scott. 
Soott was more particularly intrigued with the military oharacter of 
the age, the reason for war, the methods of warfare, and the implements 
used. Conourrent with warfare, he idealized the state of knighthood with 
its ohivalrous oode of oonduot. The age-old virtues which his knights were 
supposedly endowed with, their reverenoe for God, women, and oountry, their 
loyalty to the King, their faithful and valorous servioe, their obedienoe 
to those plaoed in authority, these oharaoteristios and many others were 
the things that made ohivalry so attraotive for Scott. 
rr-------., 
98 
Scott also liked the various expressions of architecture in the Middle 
~es, such as the castle, the court, the church, the convent, the monastery, 
and the dungeon. He used these to complete the picture of that ideal whioh 
he wished to recreate for his own generation. 
The amusements of the Middle Ages, such as combats, tournaments, 
hunting-parties, feasts-tn-hall, and courts of love all take a noteworthy 
place in Scott's novels. 
Therefore, While Newman was attracted to the spiritual life of the 
Middle Ages, the doctrine and usages of the medieval Church, Scott was 
attracted to the pomp and the panoply of the period. Looking back on those 
influenoes which tended to develop the medieval trend of Soott and Newman, 
it is consistent that each should have taken opposite routes to the Middle 
Ages. 
While Newman strove to show the way to a unified spiritual life in the. 
face ot threatened dangers to the Church ot England, Scott ...... anted to give 
the essential man a'better chance to appear than he would have had when 
112 hidden by the novelty and controversy of contemporary life." 
112 Paul Nissley LandiS, "The Waverley Novels, Or a Hundred Years After," 
Publication ~ the Modern Language Association. 52:468, June, 1937. 
C&.PTER IV 
INFLUENCE OF MEDIEVAL ELEMENT IN SCOTT AND NEWMAN 
ON ENGLISH LIFE AND LITERATURE 
Considering the oarry-over of staid Puritanimn during the Classical Age I I . 
I 
I • 
and the restrictions placed on society at this time and in all manner ot 
life, it is not surprising that Soott recognized an opportunity ot helping to 
"liberate the trammels" imposed on sooiety at that time. The disgust and 
tedium whioh resulted trom the rationalization of lite and literature was the 
general reaotion to the Classioal Age. Sooiety lost its individualisn and 
oonformity to a striot set of rules was adopted as a pattern for life and 
literature, with the usual freedom of life being subdued and the imagination 
given no bounds. 
To liberate Sootland trom these trammels ot sooiety was one purpose whic 
Scott's recreations ot the past served. His medievalism tended at a most 
opportune moment to instill in the stagnant minds of the age a recognition of 
and reverenoe for age-old virtues. From the past. Soott extracted. 
praotically in an unalloyed torm. feudal traditions tor which he saw the 
modern world starving. The spirit ot Soott whioh ted on these traditions was 
that spirit whioh served to break the bonds ot liberation for Sootland. 
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It .as a "reverence for the past" which keynotes Scott's works. Ward 
says, and a reverence too, for 
hereditary nobility which clothed itself 
readily with all the associations of a 
Soottish patriotism to which every hill in 
his native land was dear. and which made 
the very names of the great Scottish 
clans as music to his ear. l 
These were the inspirations which he transmitted to his own time and which in 
turn served to revive the imagination of those who were more or less 
deadened by the effects of the ratianalian af the day. 
One of the greatest tributes to Scott is that wherein he is acclained 
for having popularized historical fiction. Scott t , works spread throughout 
many countries of the world and gave an ~petus to an interest in the 
historical past. History was divulged with a zest and received with an 
interest it had never before known. A tribute of Sr. M. Gregory Truszka's 
bears thi s out. 
Few writers had so many disciples 
and such Significant ones, as did Walter 
Scott. In fact, wherever historical fio-
tion of a picturesque and chivalrous order 
was produoed, it bore the stamp of Walter 
Scott upon its margin. Scott's novels in-
spired the minds of ~lexander DUBas in , . France~ Fouque 1n Germany, and Cabolero in 
Spain. 
The gratification expressed by Scott when Alessandro Manzoni had 
revealed to him the fact that his first inspiration for the writing of 
---------------
1 Wilfrid Ward, "Century of Waverley," Dublin Review, 46:300. October, 1914. 
2 Truszka,~. ill., p. 78. 
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historioal romance oame to hUn through the Waverley novels is noted by 
Father Kent when he says, 
And the Italian master's candid aoknow-
ledgement ot his indebtedness was immediate-
ly repaid by a generous and gracious compli-
ment. For which Sir Walter anBWered that he 
should hencetorth regard I Promessi Sposi as 
his greatest aohievement.~ 
To his own people Soott lett a heritage never before left to them in 
literary history. He instilled in than a keen interest and a burning 
patrioti$m for their oountry by reoreating its history in the light of its 
noble past. 
Although Soott possessed some very anti-Catholic ideas, he did more than 
any o£ his oontemporaries to arouse interest in Catholioisn. By reviving the 
history ot the Middle Ages Soott indirectly revived an interest in the 
religion ot that period, for olosely associated with the history ot a 
oountry is the growth of the Churoh. It is not surprising therefore, that 
the Waverley novels when introduoing their readers to medieval England should 
indireotly introduoe them to the Catholic Church, where its spiritualities, 
its beauty, its power and its antiquity dominated every phase of life. 
The revival of Catholic oulture and ideals was not an aim of Soott's, 
but "by sheer force of association and implications, the medieval movement 
whioh he introduoed has been most fruitful for Catholicimn."4 
By familiarizing the public with many of the externals ot Catholicism, 
Soott's novels made the Catholic faith interesting enough to arouse the 
-------~-.-----
3 W. H. Kent, O. S. C., "Soott and the Catholio Revival," Catholio World, 
100&159, November, 1914. 
4 Truszka,!f. ~., p. 69. 
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ouriosity of many who had hitherto looked with soorn upon it. AI was 
mentioned previously, one of the greatest testimonies to Soott's having 
aroused interest in Catholioi~ was given by Newman when he oonsidered 
Scott's recreations of the past as having prepared the groundwork for the 
Oxford MOvement. 
Catholios therefore should be grate-
ful to the man, who however imperfeot and 
erroneous his guidance, was yet the first 
to lead the steps of his Protestant coun-
try men baok to the crowning epoch of the 
Middle Ages, and to subserve, though un-
wittingly, the cause of Catholiciam.5 
When Newman in his work in the Anglioan Church sought Apostolic dootrine 
in the Christianity of his day he was inevitably heading toward union with 
Rome. Beoause the people of his day had such an implioit faith in him, his 
oonversion to Catholioism in 1845 resulted in many following him into the 
Churoh. "By 1850 the number of Catholics in England had grown so large that 
Pope Pius IX deoided to re-establish the Hierarohy.n6 
Newman's work in the Oxford Movement was aotually the souroe of many 
oonversions to Catholioism. Benard makes this olear when he saYSl 
----... _--------
The great inorease in conversions to 
Catholioism, especially in England under 
the inf'luenoe of the Tractarian movement 
••• was faithfUlly reported to American 
Catholios by their journals. A reader of 
them would have a very good idea ot the 
progress ot the Oxford Movement. The 
weekly newspapers, as well as the month-
ly magazines, oarried lists of names, dates 
5 Ibid., p. 84 
6 Def'8rrari,.!£.~., p. 633. 
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and places. For example, The Catholio 
Cabinet, published in St. Louis with 
the approbation of Bishop Peter Riohard 
Kenriok, prints in the issue of Feb., 
1845, "an exaot list of the members of 
the University of Oxford known to have 
turned Roman Catholio during the last 
three years."7 
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Many of the ideals of the Church of the Middle Ages whioh Newman wished 
to inoorporate into the English Church during the Oxford Movenent, are ideals 
whioh are still oherished by Englishmen. 
A quiokening of the religious consoiousness can also be discerned when 
Lucas reports that 
the Tracts, nothwithstanding their protests 
against Rome, were in fact leading men Rome-
wards, and the more 80 beoause the teaohing 
of the Tracts seemed to many, both friendly 
and hostile, to be on various points in flat 
contradiotion with the Thirty-Nine Artioles 
of the Anglioan Establishment. 8 
The extensive interpretation which Newman gave to the Thirty-Nine 
Articles led the people in turn to extend their religious opinions. He 
maintained that the artioles "were of deliberate purpose so framed that it 
might be possible for men having Catholic leanings to subsoribe to them, 
without doing violence to their own oonsoienoes, or to the literal or 
grammatical sense of the Articles."9 With this interpretation Newman started 
many minds thinking in various directiona, first of the veracity of the 
Articles themselves, and secondly, of their "being ambitious" of a Catholic 
7 Edmond Darvil Benard, "MOst Consoling Intelligence, from England," 
Amerioan Essays for the Na.msn Centenial (Washingtons Catholic University 
of America Press~947), p: 5. 
8 Luoas,~. ~., p. 308. 
9 Correspondence of John Henry Newman with John Keble and Others, p. 72. 
r 
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interpreta.tion. 
To strengthen the Esta.blished Church of England, Newman attempted to 
claim the doctrine of unity and authority as he saw it in the medieval Church 
for the Church of 'England. By these efforts Newman revived many doctrines 
which had been long forgotten by the Anglioans. This revival had the natural 
result of quiokening the religious oonsciousness. 
Out of Newman's untiring efforts to revive the faith and morale of 
England, resulted many oonverts to the Catholic Church. However, there were 
many who for various reasons could not follow him into the Church, but that 
did not restrain them from leaving Oxford with a changed attitude toward 
religion and life. In the charaoters of Churoh and Liddon, for example, are 
seen further attempts at changing the Establishment, which resulted not in 
complete aooordanoe with their plans, but at least a slight elevation in tone. 
If Anglioanism today stands for better 
and purer things than ever before sinoe the 
evil day when it sprang into being fran 
Henry VIII'. besotted mind, it does so be-
cause Newman once taught its teaohers. So 
long as it i8 the Church of a majority of 
Englishmen of the eduoated classes its in-
fluence upon English oivilization must be 
great, and if upon the whole, that in-
fluenoe is for something higher than it 
was in the eighteenth century, it is be-
cause Newman's sweet pathetic voice yet 
echoes within its walls. 10 
Newman's historical contribution to the enrichment of prose is thought 
to be more partioularly that work whioh he did with the early oenturieso If 
_ ... -.-----------
10 Charles A. MOrse, "Debt to Newman," Catholio World, 64:437, January, 
1897. 
Em' -. 
4& 
muoh that he has written as history has b~en oast aside, 
the interpretation that he gave of early 
••• Christian centuries remained as an in-
spiration to the students who made Oxford 
history famous, to Stubbs, and Freeman, 
Creighton and Bryoe, and remains still. 
When he wrote his different studies he 
was loyal to his prinoiples whether, at 
the time he was an English or a Roman 
Churohman, but he never surrendered the 
soholar's independenoe. ll 
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The research which Newman made of these early oenturies was done 
partioularly through the works and studies of the Fathers of ·those ages. As 
a result of this work, Newman's oontribution to the prose of his period is 
most valuable, since the purity of those sources from whioh he drew his 
material were in turn oharaoterized with a certain riohness in tone. 
Newman I s splendid work, The Church 2! ~ Fathers, and his Essay.£!! 
Development, where we see the applioation of that whioh he le~rned from his 
study of the Fathers, are conolusive examples of Newman's restoration of the 
teaohing of the Fathers. It was from this study that "Newman and many of 
his oontemporaries bec~e convinced that the ourrent Anglican theology fell 
far short of the fullness of the Catholic faith as they then began to under-
stand it."l2 
It has been observed that Newman went to the great minds of the medieval 
Church for the basis of many of his conclusions in this essay. Shortly after 
its completion, he and many of his followers joined the Church of Rome. 
Newman's expression of medievalism in this essay is a guide post for all 
posterity. Davis, in his praise of this work says6 
--.-------------
11 Ven. W. H. Hutton, B.D., "The Oxford Movement, Cambridge History: 2.!. 
English Literature, Vol. XII, Chap. XII, p. 300. 
12 Lucas, .£e..~., p. 127. 
7 
When it is understood. it presents suoh 
a key to the evidenoe in favour of the true 
Churoh that it is not easy to see how it 
could be really appreoiated by one who does not 
follow its author at the finish.l3 
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Both Soott and Newman lett to posterity a heritage which no other two 
~en in English literature could bequeeth. Through the characteristio genius 
of eaoh of these men, and the play of environment which directed their 
talents, the Middle Ages are presented to us through opposite approaches. 
Those who read Soott, cacome thoroughly acquainted with the pomp and the 
panoply ot medievalism. while "anyone who sympathizes with Newman, logically 
becomes a Catholic."14 
... _ .. _-----------
13 H. Francis Davis, "The Catholicism of Ce.rdinal Newman." John Henry 
Newman: Centenary Essays (Westminster: The Newman Book Shop, 1945), 
p. 40. 
14 ~., p. 38. 
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